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Democracy in danger 


hile UK national media outlets have been 
full of accusations of government sleaze, 
they have failed to tackle the continuing 
threat from anti-vaxxers. In the past year, 
they have changed tactics, which began 
with violence at Speakers’ Corner in Hyde Park and Trafalgar 
Square. Early demonstrations resulted in disturbances in which 
the police came under attack. In one incident, anti-vaxxers threw 
bricks, with some officers sustaining head injuries. 
The anti-vaxxer tactics subsequently changed to mobbing 
hospitals in which patients with Covid-19 were being treated. 
On a few occasions, they managed to 


invade wards and, in one case, they Prominent anti-vax leaders — 


gained access to a ward where one of 


itself as an “independent” think tank. Meetings of the group, 
which Patel has addressed on more than one occasion, are 
attended not only by well-heeled business people, but also 
by veteran British neo-nazis, such as Martin Webster, as well 
as members of UKIP and the Traditional Britain Group. It is 
worth highlighting that Patel misused her government position 
by sending the group a letter of thanks written on a Home 
Office letterhead. 

As anti-vaxxers continue to spread lies and Patel continues 
to face criticism over her plans to criminalise asylum seekers 
in the Nationality and Borders Bill, the Labour Party has failed 
to bring Johnson’s government to 
account on a range of issues. Despite 
being handed hard evidence of the PM’s 


their own supporters was being treated who often have the su pport of Russian connections — at a point in his 


for Covid-19, attempting to detach 


. premiership when he has his back to 
him from equipment being used to we althy backe rs 1 the UK and the wall on a number of fronts — it has 


deliver life-saving treatment. They then the USA — have so far esc ape d 


changed tactic once again, besieging 


done nothing about it. Like Patel, he 
seems to be coated in Teflon. 


schools and threatening head teachers. Q ny mea nin g ful pun itive action Regarding anti-vaxxers, Labour 


These attacks went nationwide. 

Searchlight has been made aware of the background of key 
anti-vaxxers. We have supplied at least one senior police officer 
with intelligence on the activities of one group in the provinces 
that was stockpiling weapons and studying railway network 
signaling with plans to disrupt them. During the first lockdown, 
anti-vaxxers made attempts to attack 5G masts, claiming a link 
to coronavirus, which they continue to perpetuate. Worryingly, 
our sources tell us they may be planning to resume these attacks. 

Despite these activities — and plans to stockpile arms by an 
armed group in the West Country, a plot that was exposed in The 
Mail on Sunday — the police do not appear to have brought any 
charges. The more prominent anti-vax leaders — who often have 
the support of wealthy backers in the UK and the USA — have 
likewise so far escaped any meaningful punitive action. 

Home Secretary Priti Patel seems to be coated in Teflon. In a 
case brought by civil servants’ union FDA Prime Minster Boris 
Johnson has just been cleared in court, which also lets Patel 
off the hook. The FDA had accused Johnson of “misdirecting 
himself’ when he backed Patel after she was found to have 
behaved in a way that “can be described as bullying”. She has 
also evaded any questioning about her links to far-right think 
tank the Bruges Group. Searchlight has previously made public 
Patel’s cordial relations with the UK-based group, which styles 


Winter 2021 


should be asking the Home Office how 
many of the violent protesters have been charged with serious 
offences and, where cases have come to court, what penalties 
were handed down. As far as we can ascertain, serious penalties 
have been too few and far between. This has simply encouraged 
anti-vaxxers who, supported by their overseas backers, have . 
continued to attack democracy in Britain. 

There is no end to the catalogue of harsh anti-humanitarian 
measures supported by the Home Secretary. She has continued 
to support the deportation of people of African-Caribbean origin, 
despite some cases still being in legal process. Concern also 
continues to be voiced nationally about the housing of refugee 
children in substandard hotels without supervision. As winter 
approaches, the care they receive is far from adequate. Children’s 
and refugee charities have raised concerns about the welfare 
of these unaccompanied youngsters, urging the government to 
provide adequate care and support, to help them overcome their 
traumatic experiences and make them feel safe and secure. 

On a more positive note, 100,000 mainly young people took 
part in the Climate Justice march in Glasgow during November's 
COP26 climate conference. March organisers stressed the links 
between climate, Covid-19 and racism. e 


Dr Gerry Gable , editor 
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Edited by Gerry Gable 


Patel intent on pushbacks 
despite 27 drownings 


By Cathy Pound 


here was a pause in the attacks 
on Home Secretary Priti Patel for 

failing to stop the boat crossings 
when on 24 November a dinghy sank 
just off Calais, leaving 27 dead and 
miraculously two survivors, one Iraqi 
and one Somali. The victims were 
three children, seven women, one of 
whom was pregnant, and 17 men, who 
are thought to be mostly Kurds from 
Iraq or Iran. 

The survivors say they were hit by a 
container ship, although those who were 
involved with the rescue have said that it 
is possible that the “flimsy” dinghy just 
deflated due to overload. Five suspected 
people smugglers have been arrested. 
France says that it has already arrested 
1,500 people smugglers this year. 

This was a moment, similar to 
that when two-year-old Aylan Kurdi 
was found washed up on a Turkish 
beach in 2015: a time to reflect that 27 
“people” died, not just 27 “migrants”. 
Candlelit vigils were held in France and 


Left out 


Patel found herself 


eq 
uninvited from 
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outside Downing Street in London by 
organisations supporting refugees. 

But the pause to reflect on the human 
tragedy did not last long and the calls 
for the French and English governments 
to stop the crossings continue to focus 
on coastal patrols and trying to get the 
French to accept boats back to French 
shores, ie to accept the pushback of boats 
carrying migrants. 


Legal challenge 

Days before the drowning, the Home 
Secretary had robustly defended the 
policy of pushbacks and championed 
the raft of measures covered in the 
Nationality and Borders Bill. Patel 
has continued to criticise the French 
coastguard and Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson continually quotes the 
£54 million given to assist the French in 
patrolling the coast. 

Patel claims that the proposal to 
turn boats back to France is legal and 
will be deployed, despite being told 
by government lawyers that a legal 
challenge is likely to succeed and that, 
if the UK continues with the proposal 


NOT ONLY WAS Priti Patel publicly 
disinvited from a meeting of the French 
government on 28 November after 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson's tweeted 
a letter to President Emmanuel Macron, 
but the meeting went ahead with no 
British involvement whatsoever. 
Johnson's letter laid out five steps 
he wanted France to agree. He was 
accused of tweeting the letter ahead 
of it being sent formally to the French 
President purely to capture British 
media headlines. French spokesman 
Gabriel Atta said Johnson was basically 
asking for a “relocation” agreement. He 
added that this was not only not what 
was needed, but that such agreements 


despite knowing that it could be easily 
challenged, this will be damaging to the 
reputation of the UK. 

The Home Office’s own regulations 
to ensure that the UK does not breach 
international law effectively make the 
pushback of boats unworkable. They 
require many conditions to be met, 
including the need for French authorities 
to be present to receive migrants. The 
French government has made clear that 
it will not be complying with the UK in 
this matter. 

Patel, giving evidence to the Justice 
and Home Affairs Committee in 
October, insisted that people making the 
boat crossings are economic migrants, 
that they are predominantly male. She 
asserted they “are not genuine asylum 
seekers. These are the ones who are 
elbowing out the women and children, 
who are at risk and fleeing persecution”. 

However, analysis of the government's 
own immigration statistics for the year 
to 30 September made by the Refugee 
Council refutes Patel’s claims that “all 
the data and evidence” show that 70% of 
those making the channel crossings are 


UK bumped from talks after PM's tweet to Macron 


need to be made through co-operation 
and negotiation, not demands. 

The meeting was called to urgently 
discuss how to avoid further deaths 
from channel crossings, and went ahead 
with the other coastal countries of 
Belgium, the Netherlands and Germany, 
as well as the European Commission. 

Patel faces further problems as civil 
servants’ union PCS General Secretary 
Mark Serwotka noted that it was 
shocking that the government would 
ask the Border Force to turn back boats 
in contravention of international law. 

He added: “PCS is reviewing all its 
options, including taking out a judicial 
review against Priti Patel’s plans.” 
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Solidarity 
tand Up To 
Racism and 
Care4Calais 
held a Don't Let 
them Drown 
rally in London 
a few days after 
27 refugees 
lost their lives 
crossing the 
Channel 
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single men who are economic migrants. 
The figures show the reverse. 

Enver Solomon, CEO of the Refugee 
Council, said that the latest figures 
showed that “nearly two thirds (63%) 
of the people who make a claim for 
asylum in the UK are recognised as 
refugees”. He added that they are “men, 
women and children who are in genuine 
need of protection and are fleeing, war, 
persecution and violence”. 

The statistics also show that the 
asylum system is ineffective, with a 
backlog of 84,000 claims, leaving people 
in limbo, with most applications taking 
more than six months. Organisations 
supporting refugees in France and 
in the UK, such as Care4Calais, note 
that during this period the mental 
health of asylum seekers is severely 
impacted, leading to a high suicide 
rate as people wait in detention or poor 
accommodation with little money, 
unable to work and with no sense of 
agency over their lives. 

Patel seems to work on the basis 
that, if you say something is the case 
often enough and with conviction, it 
makes it so — or it may appear to make 
it so to those who like what they hear. 
However, such repetition is not good 
enough for those with a right to seek 
asylum in the UK and for politicians and 


organisations supporting refugees, who 
urge the UK to meet its duty to those 
who reach the UK. Jon Featonby of the 
Red Cross said that, rather than bringing 
in punitive new legislation in the Borders 
Bill, reform should focus on creating 
“new safe routes alongside a fair, 
humane and efficient asylum system”. 


No safe routes 

However, even in the light of the 27 
deaths, the government has no plans to 
create safe routes. Commentators have 
noted that boat crossings are relatively 
recent and have increased as other 
routes have been shut down. 

Until the UK demanded closure of the 
Calais camps, which saw them destroyed 
and set alight, UK immigration officers 
had operated within the camps to 
process applications on French soil. 

Technology that could detect the 
presence of people in the back of lorries 
has made detection more likely and 
consequently this route less popular. 
The discovery of 39 Vietnamese refugees 
who suffocated in the back of a lorry in 
2019 demonstrated that trying to avoid 
detection could be deadly. 

Passing the Borders Bill into 
legislation will be one of Patel’s defining 
moments. She seems convinced that 
it will be a watershed moment for 


wu 


the UK and for herself. The Home 

Secretary seems undeterred by the 

endless concerns being raised by so 

many, including some on her own Tory 
benches. 

Former Conservative leader, Iain 
Duncan Smith, has warned that, if 
passed in its current form, the bill 
risks reversing all the progress made 
with the Modern Slavery Act 2015 with 
police chiefs warning that it will make 
it harder to prosecute people traffickers, 
despite Patel’s constant claim that the 
government is targeting them. 

Other additions made to the bill have 
included Clause 9, “Notice of decision to 
deprive a person of citizenship”, which 
removes the need to give notice if it is not 
“reasonably practicable”. Many fear that 
this section may pass beneath the radar 
within the wide-ranging legislation. 

Further to adults having their 
citizenship revoked, there are concerns 
that, under the new legislation, children 
born in the UK who are “stateless” will 
have to satisfy the Home Secretary 
that they are unable to gain nationality 
elsewhere before they can be granted 
British citizenship. 

The passing of the Borders Bill will 
be a turning point moment that will 
mark the UK as a country hostile to 
all immigration, with scant regard for 
international law. Passing Patel’s law 
may make it harder to reach the UK, 
but it will not deter desperate people 
fleeing persecution, war, famine and 
climate disasters. 

The very day after the 27 deaths in 
November, more people took to the sea 
in similar inflatable boats. Of these, no 
doubt a similar percentage (63%), as the 
government’s own statistics show, will 
be granted refugee status. Why, then, 
continue to let people risk their lives? 

A Don’t let them Drown rally was held 
by Stand up to Racism and Care4Calais 
on 27 November 2021 calling for the 
Borders Bill in its current form to be 
scrapped. 

@ Prime Minister Boris Johnson has 
won a court ruling over how he had 
handled bullying claims made against 
Home Secretary Priti Patel. The case 
for a judicial review was brought 
by civil servants’ union FDA, which 
argued he had broken the ministerial 
code when investigating the claims. 
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White supremacist banner sparks protest 


Days after a racist banner 
confronted motorists 
approaching the Blackwall 
Tunnel via the A102(M), Stand 
Up to Racism South East 
London organised a response 
to show racists they are 
not welcome. 

The white supremacist 
banner proclaiming “It’s OK 


to preserve white nations” 
appeared over the footbridge 
on 30 November. 

Police have called for eye 
witnesses and anyone with 
information on who had 
placed the banner over the 
footbridge to come forward. 

There have also been 
reports of White Defence 


League stickers appearing 

in nearby Lewisham. A local 
school has advised that the 
stickers should be reported to 
the local Prevent officer. 

SUTR South East London 
said: “The hard right have 
gained confidence from a 
Home Secretary who has 
stoked racism and made such 


Farmers force Modi U-turn 
after year-long occupation 


FARMERS IN INDIA have forced a 
government U-turn on agricultural 
reforms that would have threatened their 
livelihoods. In a spontaneous action, tens 
of thousands of farmers occupied roads 
and stations around Delhi in November 
2019 and stood firm for one year. 

The new laws intended to deregulate 
food prices, give more freedom to 
large corporates and liberalise food 
stocks and trade. Farmers would no 
longer have been able to sell at fixed 
prices, guaranteed in local government 
markets, as under the present system. 

Farmers rejoiced at the climbdown, 
chanting “hail the farmer”. However, 
their trade unions, with whom Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi had refused 
to negotiate, were cautious, saying they 
would continue to occupy the roads 
until the three laws were repealed. 
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Now, in 2021, the Prime Minister has 
unexpectedly apologised, admitting he 
had been unable to “convince” farmers 
of the benefits of the laws: “I apologise to 
India with a pure and true heart.’ 

However, the victory comes at a price, 
with more than 660 farmers dying over 
the 12 months, mostly due to exposure 
to extreme heat and cold. 

The farmers enjoyed continued public 
support and received worldwide media 
attention, making it difficult for Modi 
to ignore. This is a huge victory for 
workers, trade unions and the public 
who supported them in a country where 
“people power” does not usually prevail. 

Three important state elections are 
due in 2024 in the largely agricultural 
districts of Uttar Pradesh, Punjab and 
Gujarat, and the suspicion is that this is 
the reason for the U-turn. 


Killers of young 
black jogger likely 
to spend life in jail 


THREE WHITE MEN accused of 
pursuing and killing black jogger 
Ahmaud Arbery in Brunswick, Georgia, 
face life imprisonment after a jury found 
them all guilty of murder. They will be 
sentenced at a later date. 

Travis McMichael had fired the fatal 
shots, and his father Greg McMichael 
and neighbour William Bryan had 
chased the young man in their trucks 
and cornered him. 

Arbery had been running through the 
neighbourhood when the three decided 
to make a citizen's arrest. They said they 
suspected the young man was a burglar. 
A confrontation occurred when they 
tried to question him. 

Travis McMichael said he thought 
Arbery was about to reach over for his 
shotgun, and that he had to make a 
life-or-death decision. But when cross- 
examined he admitted Arbery had just 
been running and did not threaten them. 

The men also face federal hate crime 
charges, with the court case scheduled 
for February 2022. 


Police respond to call 
to clear protesters 
blocking RNLI lifeboat 


HASTINGS LIFEBOAT STATION 
was forced to call the police on 20 
November, when the lifeboat’s path was 
blocked as the volunteer rescuers tried 
to respond to an emergency call at sea. 
A witness, who called LBC radio 
some days later, said the protesters 
shouted “don’t bring any more of those 
home” and “we're full up”, as well as 
“that’s why we stopped our donations”. 
Nadia Whittome MP said this kind 
of incident “is fuelled by sections of 
the media that have vilified refugees 
and the RNLI”. The protest may well 
have the reverse to the effect intended: 
after right-wing politician Nigel Farage 
accused the RNLI of being a “free taxi 
service” for migrants donations rocketed. 
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Greece held migrant 
ship at sea for 4 days 


WHATEVER THE DIFFERING 
accounts of what happened to Turkish 
cargo ship Murat 729, which was 
heading for Italy with 382 migrants, 
the fact remains that it was kept at 
sea after making a mayday call on 28 
October. 

The ship, which had engine trouble 
within sight of Crete, should have 
taken the refugees to safety, but instead 
spent four days haphazardly moving 
its position towards Turkey, then 
back towards Greece. Greece claimed 
it had not been aware of the ship on 
28 October, although there are reports 
of sightings of the Greek coastguard 
alongside the Murat 729. 

Greece acknowledged the ship on 
29 October and is said to have appealed 
to Turkey to take the ship back. It 
attributed the delay in bringing the 
Murat 729 to shore and the refugees 
to safety down to Ankara failing to 
communicate whether it would accept 
the ship. The centre-right Greek 
government denies pushbacks, but 
acknowledges that it has “tough, but 
fair” border management. 

Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan, has been encouraging 
migrants to enter Greece since March 
2020, determined to ensure that they 
continue on to Greece and Europe, 
rather than claim asylum in Turkey. 

Greek Minister for Migration, Notis 
Mitarachi, is in ongoing talks with 


No to Hassockfield detention centre 


A rally in Consett that was held on 

4 December is part of an ongoing 
campaign by local groups opposing 
the new Hassockfield asylum centre 
for refugee women. 

The women have done nothing 
wrong, say the campaigners, are 
calling for the detention of women to 
be stopped and hostile government 
polices scrapped. 
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Turkey to resolve these issues. He 
claimed that Greece had “stepped up, 
providing immediate humanitarian 
support to people in need, as we always 
do”, referring to the 382 migrants on 
board the ship that finally docked in 
Kos, withe the migrants now registered 
in a camp. 

As Mitarachi scheduled meetings 
with the ambassadors of Pakistan and 
Bangladesh, whose nationals accounted 
for 252 of the 382 on board the 
Murat 729, he seemed to be planning 
to return to their countries of origin 
anyone whose asylum claim fails. 

Tommy Olsen, of Norwegian 
NGO Aegean Boat Report, which 
monitors boats in that area of the 
Mediterranean, explained that the 
refugees had been held at sea while 
Greece and Turkey tried to broker a 
deal. He added, however: “Deals are 
for business, not for humans seeking 
international protection.” 

Olsen emphasised that the reason 
people take dangerous routes via water 
rather than land is due to the lack of 
safe and legal routes to Europe. 

With migration likely to increase in 
the years ahead due to conflicts around 
the world and climate change, this is 
an issue that needs to be addressed 
at global level, the way that climate 
change has now been acknowledged 
as an issue that needs to be tackled at 
global level. 


The unit will be the only facility in 
the UK for female asylum seekers. It 


replaces Yarl’s Wood centre in Bedford, 


which was mired in controversy, with 
refugees going on hunger strike and 
allegations of sexual abuse. 

The protest was organised by the 


Durham People’s Assembly and the No 
to Hassockfield group, and supported 


by local anti-racism and faith groups. 


National Action 
co-founder jailed 
on terror charges 


NEO-NAZI BEN RAYMOND has 
been sentenced to 8 years in prison, 
with 2 years on licence after being 
found guilty of terrorism offences. 
These included being a member of a 
proscribed organisation and two counts 
of possessing a document or record 
that could be “of use to a terrorist”. 

The co-founder of the proscribed 
group, National Action, will serve a 
minimum of 5 years and 4 months 
before he can be considered for parole. 
In addition to the extended 10-year 
sentence, Raymond will be subject 
to the notification provisions of the 
Terrorism Act for 15 years. 

Pronouncing sentence, Judge 
Christopher Parker QC said: “You 
intended that the material should be 
used in order to recruit new members, 
and specifically new young members.” 

He added: “It is clear this propaganda 
material was aimed at these young 
people. In effect, these young people 
were at risk of being groomed by your 
material to commit acts of extreme 
racial violence.” 

Founded in 2013. National Action 
openly promoted “ethnic cleansing” 
and attacks on the LGBT community. 
It was proscribed in December 2016, 
after it celebrated the murder of Jo Cox 
MP, describing it as a “little victory”. 
The only other far-right group ever to 
have been proscribed was the British 
Union of Fascists. 
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Reports round-up By GerryGable 


Merkel steps back as new 
government takes shape 


As Olaf Scholz settles as chancellor at the head of a new 
coalition government in Germany, Angela Merkel, who 
stepped down after her fourth term in the post, can sit 
back and watch from the sidelines. The country’s three- 
party coalition is led by Scholz’s SPD (Social Democrats), 
which was previously in government with Merkel’s CDU 
(Christian Democrats). The other partners in the new 
coalition are the Greens and the Free Democrats. 

Merkel did not stand for re-election in the latest 
German elections, but looked on as a more vibrant 
and diverse governmental team starts to take shape. 
However, her contribution and long service has been 
acknowledged and described as among one of the 
greatest in the history of the German republic. 

The September elections saw Barbel Bas being 
voted in as president-elect of the Bundestag. There was 
initially a great deal of political uncertainty, as the SPD 
started talks to form a new coalition. In the elections, 
the SPD came first, with just 25.7% of the vote. The CDU 
gained 24.1%, possibly one of its worst performances. 

Going back to Bas, the SPD member was elected 
by a large majority, gaining 576 of 724 votes cast, with 
90 against and 58 abstentions. There are now 736 
parliamentarians in the newly elected Bundestag, 
the highest number in the history of the chamber, 
compared with 709 in 2017. The average age profile of 
parliamentarians is 47.5 years, with almost one third of 
the newly elected members under 40. 

Bas is the third woman to take the role of president, 
and has been parliamentary group president of the 
SPD since 2019. More women are filling important 
parliamentary roles. Claudia Roth, of the Greens, was 
re-elected as vice-president, as was Petra Pau of Die 
Linke (The Left) . The convention of the new Bundestag 
officially ends the previous government's term of office. 


Siobhan Hyland 


Bowing out In the final 
month as chancellor 
Merkel attended the 
climate talks in Glasgow 


10 | Searchlight 


Lockdown protesters 
wreak havoc from 
Adelaide to Rome 


THE RISE OF Covid-19 infections in 
many countries over the past months, 
and the emergence of the new omicron 
coronavirus variant has prompted 
governments to reintroduce some 
lockdown measures. 

This has brought a resurgence in 
opposition to lockdowns, mandatory 
mask wearing and vaccination, with 
anti-vaxxers taking the opportunity for 
further mass mobilisation. The weekend 
of 19-21 November saw a surge in 
globally co-ordinated protests against 
government measures. 

The far right has been busy operating 
within anti-vax movements across the 
globe, inciting protestors to increasingly 
violent actions. This, combined with the 
numbers they can mobilise, should be a 
wake-up call not just to anti-fascists, but 
to governments. 


Police injuries 
Throughout the pandemic, Australia 
has seen numerous anti-vaccination 
protests. On 20 February, there were 
rallies in Adelaide, Brisbane, Melbourne, 
Perth and Sydney, just ahead of the 
vaccination programme launching on 22 
February. Just a few hundred attended. 
July saw protests in Melbourne 
and Sydney, with police issuing 90 
infringement notices and charging 
57 people. In contrast, in Brisbane no 
arrests were made and no fines issued 
for not wearing a mask on the same day. 
On 5 August 2021, 400 people 
gathered again in Melbourne to protest 
against a sixth state lockdown, which 
came into effect at 8pm that day. On 
18 September, the city then saw a 
sizeable Rally for Freedom, with 230 
people arrested and 10 police officers 
injured. The police reported that the 
protesters did not seem to be gathering 
for peaceful protest, but with the intent 
of confrontation, including attacking 
officers. The number of protesters was 


limited to less than 1,000, however, 
because transport routes into the city 
were closed. 

In autumn, an internationally co- 
ordinated weekend of anti-lockdown 
protests began in Rotterdam on 
19 November, where a three-week 
lockdown had been declared. This 
followed news that daily infection 
rates were at their highest since the 
start of the pandemic. The protest was 
against “corona passes”, a record of 
vaccination status, required for entry to 
some venues. Despite the relatively low 
turnout, in the hundreds, demonstrators 
managed to set fires, light fireworks and 
set light to civilian and police vehicles. 
Police fired warning shots but when the 
crowds did not disperse, fired into the 
crowd, which appears to have caused at 
least two injuries. 

Reports from Rotterdam seem to have 
done nothing to deter protestors heading 
to Amsterdam, the Hague, Budapest, 
Vienna, Copenhagen, Zurich, Zagreb 
and again to Melbourne, Adelaide 
and Sydney. In Amsterdam, several 
thousand gathered more peacefully, 
but there were reports of protesters at 
The Hague setting fires and pelting the 
police with stones and fireworks, who 
retaliated with water cannons. Numbers 
elsewhere were in the tens of thousands. 

Croatia has one of the lowest 
vaccination rates across Europe, 
indicating high public distrust, with a 
resultant rise in death rates. Despite no 
lockdown measures, and only a mask- 
wearing mandate, thousands gathered 
in Zagreb carrying the Croatian flag; 
others carried nationalist and religious 
symbols, as well as anti-vax banners. 

In Switzerland, peaceful protests, 
numbering in the thousands, were held 
in Zurich and Lausanne, despite violence 
at previous protests in Bern. 

While daily deaths tripled Austria, in 
Vienna, protesters at a rally organised 
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Manchester 


Little Amal journeys from 
Syria-Turkey border to UK 


SYRIAN REFUGEE Little Amal arrived in the UK at Folkestone 
beach on 19 October after making an 8,000 km journey 
across Europe, after leaving the Syria-Turkish border in July. 

The Walk took the 3.5 m puppet, which represents an 
unaccompanied young refugee girl, from Turkey through 
cities in Europe to Manchester on 3 November. Her walk 
in support of refugees then took her to Glasgow to the 
COP26 climate talks and on to a festival in The Hague in 
the Netherlands. 

In London, Little Amal was welcomed to St Paul’s Cathedral, 
Westminster Abbey and the Victoria and Albert Museum, 
before travelling to Manchester. En route, cities including 
Sheffield, Rochester and Coventry also made her welcome. 

Little Amal is a joint project of the Good Chance Theatre 
and the Handspring Puppet Company. See also pp32-33 


" London 


, Glasgow: COP26 coma 


by the far right Freedom Party objected 
to mandatory vaccination and lockdown 
measures. Estimates put numbers at 
35,000—40,000. Protestors carried 
firelit torches, burnt face coverings and 
bore banners declaring “My body, my 
choice”. The Freedom Party had made 
full use of the pandemic to further 

its agenda with slogans such as “Stop 
Vaccine Fascism” and “Control our 
border, not your people”. 

A Q sign was reportedly noticed at 
the Vienna demonstration, referencing 
QAnon and the group’s conspiracy 
theory in relation to the pandemic, as 
well as support of Trump and AQnon 
involvement in the attack on Capitol Hill 
in Washington. 


Rome assault 

The sheer scale of the latest wave of anti- 
lockdown rallies and the fact that some 
continued into the Sunday, and more 
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taking place the following Saturday 

(27 November), must make many 
governments nervous that an attack on 
civil buildings and politicians similar to 
the 6 January assault on the Capitol in 
Washington, could be a possibility. 

On 9 October, these fears became a 
reality in Italy, when right-wing groups 
hijacked a section of a demonstration 
against green Covid passes to ransack 
the CGIL union building in Rome. They 
had earlier been held back by police from 
assaulting the presidential palace. 

Despite actions and disinformation 
spread by the anti-vax movement, it is 
vital that governments prioritise public 
health to reduce cases and deaths, 
particularly as new coronavirus variants 
emerge. The fewer the number of people 
vaccinated in a population, the greater 
the risk of more variants emerging. 

The latest surge in organised protests 
indicates the need for governments to 


wake up to the real risk the anti-vax 
movement poses while far right groups 
manipulate people into taking to the 
streets for their own purposes. 

Heavy policing of demonstrations, 
although inevitable, will play further 
into the anti-establishment rhetoric. 
Intelligence-led investigation into 
the organisers of demonstrations, 
particularly at international level, might 
disrupt their ability to organise and help 
expose their real political agenda. 

Health messaging and addressing 
genuine concerns about vaccines can 
also help stop the far right from claiming 
to be the defender of people's “freedoms”. 

With no real end to the pandemic 
in sight, the ability to mobilise the 
discontented will remain for some 
time. There is therefore an urgent 
need for governments to counteract 
the misinformation that fuels this 
potentially growing movement. 
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Cable Street 


Keeping the spirit alive 


ore than 1,000 The fascists were attempting to hold 
people made the a provocative march through areas of 
short walk from the capital that housed large Jewish 
Cable Street to communities. 

the Cable Street After bitter fighting and many 


Memorial in East London’s St George’s _ arrests, the BUF march had to be 
Gardens in early October to mark the re-routed by the police. Mosley and 
85th anniversary of one of the seminal _ his fascists had not passed. 

events in the pre-war struggle against Early on, the Cable Street 
British Union of Fascists (BUF) leader 2021 Organising Committee had 
Oswald Mosley and British fascism. decided to build this year’s rally, at 


At the Battle of Cable Street, on St George’s Gardens, site of the mural 
4 October 1936, tens of thousands of commemorating the battle, around 
anti-fascists filled the streets of East contributions from relatives of anti- 
London and fought with police, who fascists who had turned out in 1936. 
were trying to clear a path for the BUF. We heard from poet and writer 
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Michael Rosen, whose parents Connie 
Isakofsky and Harold Rosen had been 
there in 1936, both only 17 at the time. 
Michael read his poem, Mother Father 
Cable Street, commemorating the 

part they played. Other members of 
Michael’s family had been deported 
from France and Poland to Nazi 
concentration camps, never to return. 

We also heard from Ruth Levitas, 
whose uncle Max Levitas was one of the 
Communist Party’s leading anti-fascist 
organisers in the area at the time, and 
from June Legg, whose mother Beatty 
Orwell was there and who, now aged 
104 years, may be the last survivor 
of the Cable Street fighters. It was 
June's first foray into public speaking, 
but she said afterwards that she was 
determined to do it for her mum. 

An impressively varied and diverse 
platform was jointly chaired by David 
Rosenberg and Julie Begum from the 
organising committee. A message 
of solidarity was read out from 
Searchlight’s editor Gerry Gable, who 
was unable to attend. 

Speaker after speaker hammered 
away at one simple and fundamental 
point: that the struggle 85 years 
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ago that was being commemorated 
has never really gone away. Fascism 
is an ever-present threat that has 

to be continually confronted and 
defeated. None made the point more 
forcefully than Rabbi Herschel Gluck, 
whose barnstorming speech was 
greeted with the loudest applause of 
the afternoon. 2 
Andy Bain 


Speakers at the rally included (I to r): 
David Rosenberg, co-chair of the Cable 
Street 2021 Organising Committee; 
Shahriar Bin Ali of the Bangladeshi 
Workers’ Council; historian Professor 
Mary Davis; Weyman Bennett, Stand Up 
to Racism co-convenor; Rabbi Herschel 
Gluck of the Arab-Jewish Forum and 

the Muslim-Jewish Forum; Julia Begum, 
co-chair of the Cable Street 2021 
Organising Committee; Alex Gordon of 
transport union RMT, June Legg, speaking 
on behalf of her mother 104-year-old 
Cable Street veteran Beatty Orwell; 
Harsev Bains of the Indian Workers’ 
Association-GB; Massimo Ungaro, MP of 
Partito Democratico in Italy; International 
Brigade Memorial Trust president Marlene 
Sidaway, and writer Michael Rosen 


P ie 3 
wndation.org.wk 
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Same old stories 


Delegates gathered for the Traditional Britain Group annual conference were treated 
to the usual unrelenting fare of anti-immigrant, Islamaphobic, homophobic and racist 
rhetoric from both home-grown and international speakers. Dorothy Parkin reports 


he first Traditional Britain Group (TBG) 

conference to be held since 2019 due to the 

pandemic took place on October 23 in the 

relatively plush surroundings of the Clermont 

Hotel (formerly the Charing Cross Hotel) on 
the Strand in London, a venue used by the group for similar 
events in the past. Despite the pandemic, the group has 
maintained a significant presence online through both its 
social media accounts and participation in several one-off 
events hosted on other platforms. 

A comparison of attendance numbers at the conference, 
based on observation and a head count taken at the event 
(just over 100), along with data relating to previous 
conferences, does appear to show a significant reduction 
in attendees. In theory, this should impact on the group’s 
financial resources due to a drop in income stream due to 
lower conference ticket sales. 

However, this may not be the case. Analysis of guest 
speakers travelling significant distances from overseas and 
from within the UK, coupled with the cost of hiring the 
venue, indicates that ticket sales alone would not be sufficient 
to finance the conference and are therefore unlikely to be the 
sole source of income for the group. 

TBG chairman, Gregory Lauder-Frost, opened the 
conference to announce that one of the speakers, Konrad 
Szymanski, a member of the Polish parliament, had broken 
his leg and was in a local hospital after arriving from Poland. 

It transpired that Szymajski was to speak on the situation 
in Poland, as well as touching on Hungary, both countries 
described by Lauder-Frost as being outposts against liberal 
fascism. Introducing himself as a repatriationist, Lauder- 
Frost then launched into a rambling critique of UK race 
relations and equality legislation. He also criticised the 
Conservative Party, while celebrating the type of nationalism 
that was to be found in Hitler’s Germany — although he was 
keen to state that he was only in favour if this did not lead to 
genocide on a vast scale. 


Beck stated that vaccines have serious 
side-effects and unknown long-term risks, 
going on to support the unvaccinated as 

a group who have ‘lost many freedoms’ 
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Barred: Gregory Lauder-Frost 

; 2 The month before the conference, Lauder- 
Frost had been invited to address an 
anti-Covid-19 vaccination rally in Lithuania 
scheduled to take place in Vilnius on 10 
September. He was to appear alongside one 
of the TBG conference guest speakers, 
Stefan Korte, a former parliamentary 
candidate for Alternative fiir Deutschland (AfD), who also 
works for the party in the Bundestag in Berlin. Previous 
anti-vax rallies held in Lithuania have ended in violence and 
the invitation extended to Lauder-Frost and Korte had 
attracted a great deal of controversy in Lithuania. 

The original application submitted to the parliamentary 
leadership in Lithuania was for an official visit by Lauder- 
Frost and Korte and Axel Kassegger, an MP with the 
right-wing populist Freedom Party of Austria. Korte had 
previously sent a video address to the Family Defence 
March, an anti-LGBTQ+ rally held in May. The Lithuanian 
parliament administration refused to extend the official 
invite to Lauder-Frost and Korte. 

At the time of the refusal in September, Dainius Kepenis, 
one of the inviting Lithuanian MPs, told the press that 
he still believed they would travel to Lithuania. Kepenis 
stated that, unlike some members of the Lithuanian 
administration, he did not consider them radicals. 

The potential threat to national security posed by 
the scheduled demonstration — and the potential for 
inflammatory rhetoric from the likes of Lauder-Frost and 
Korte — was underlined by the fact that a demonstration 
alert was posted on the website of the US Embassy in 
Lithuania. 

It is interesting to note that Lauder-Frost appears to have 
departed for Vilnius via Sweden, rather than taking a direct 
flight from the UK. At Stockholm Airport, on or around 
September 9, he was not allowed to board a flight to Vilnius. 
All documents, including his passport, were confiscated and 
he was returned to London on the next available flight. 

The rally, organised by the Lithuanian Family Movement, 
was staged in protest against the restrictions for those 
without immunity certificates, and in opposition to the 
mandate to wear face masks in schools and other measures 
to curb the spread of the coronavirus. It was also against 
an initiative to introduce gender-neutral civil partnership 
and ratify the Istanbul Convention. 
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Vilnius Municipality refused to allow the event near, 
the Seimas Palace, the seat of parliament, citing spatial 
constraints and security concerns following a previous 
protest that turned into a riot on 10 August. However, 
the organisers were allowed to move the event to the 
Cathedral Square, also in the centre but some distance away 
from parliament. 

Around 4,500 people eventually gathered in the 
square. Some demonstrators waved Lithuanian flags and 
held placards that read “No to animal passports” — in 
reference to the immunity passport — and “George Soros 
out of Lithuania”. A pre-recorded video greeting from 
representatives of Fidesz, the party of Hungarian Prime 
Minister Viktor Orban, was played during the rally. 


The AfD contingent 
It has become clear that over the past 5 years the relationship 
between the TBG and AfD has gone from strength to 
strength, with Lauder-Frost now being invited to share 
pan-European platforms with AfD spokesmen. This is clearly 
illustrated by the invitation to speak at the Vilnius rally 
and the invitation of extended to high-level AfD members 
to attend the TBG conference, with those present including 
Korte, Gunnar Beck and Barbara Lenk. 

In contrast to the speech he gave at the Vilnius rally, 
Korte’s conference address focused primarily on the 
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Fans of fiction 
Alternative for 
Deutschland’s 
Stefan Korte (top) 
and Gunnar Beck 
(above) spouted 
misinformation 
on migration, 
vaccination and 
climate change 


Islamification of Europe. He cited many examples from 
Germany, using questionable statistics to support his 
argument and making generalised statements regarding 
the status of refugees without providing any strong 
supporting evidence. 

Flying in from Germany and arriving late was AfD 
member of the European Parliament Beck, who is a lawyer 
and an academic who has taught at the University of Oxford, 
the London School of Economics (LSE) and the School 
of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS) on topics such as 
international law and political philosophy. 

In the past, Beck has divided his time between 
Germany and the UK but, due to his European Parliament 
commitments, now appears to be based in Germany. 

His career, academic and political, has not been without 
controversy, and in several instances academic titles 
assigned to him have been questioned, which in the context 
of the TBG conference has a bearing on his candidacy for the 
European Parliament. Prior to the 2019 election, Beck had 
introduced himself as a “professor” when giving a speech 

at a AfD party summit in Magdeburg in November 2018. 
Unauthorised use of an academic degree or an official title is 
a criminal offence in Germany, as set out in paragraph 132a 
of the penal code. 

It was also reported that Beck was listed on the ballot 
paper as holding a professorship, even though he only has 
the relatively rare rank of reader at SOAS. He explained 
that he had merely translated his British university title 
and defended his actions as “legally unobjectionable and 
correct in content”. According to other sources, the simple 
conversion of a British university position into a German 
title may not be lawful in Germany, even if it is a correct 
translation of the equivalent professional position. 

Law professors at SOAS, where Beck was employed, spoke 
out in no uncertain terms over his candidacy for AfD in 
2019: 23 fellow academics signed a statement criticising his 
candidacy. They stated that they were “deeply dismayed that 
one of our colleagues, Gunnar Beck, is standing for election 
to the European Parliament as a candidate for the German 
party, Alternative fiir Deutschland (AfD). The AfD is widely 
recognised as a far-right, anti-immigrant, Islamophobic, and 
reactionary party”. 

In his address at the TBG conference, Beck picked up and 
developed some of the themes raised by fellow AfD members 
and other speakers. He drew attention and criticised a 
mobility and migration partnership between the European 
Union (EU) and Africa, linking this in a clearly emotionally 
manipulative way to climate change, stating that climate 
change could become an internationally recognised ground 
for asylum. 

Perhaps the area of greatest concern was the 
misinformation he expounded in relation to the pandemic 
and, in particular, what could be perceived as his anti- 
vaccination stance. He stated, without providing any 
evidence, that vaccines have serious side-effects and 
unknown long-term risks. This theme was then developed 
into support for the unvaccinated who were portrayed as 
a group who have “lost many freedoms”. From a personal 
perspective, Beck expressed dissatisfaction that, as a 
member of the European Parliament, he had to be tested. 
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Accompanying her two AfD colleagues, Korte and Beck, 
to the conference was Lenk, just recently elected to the 
Bundestag in September. Her history, like that of Beck, is not 
without controversy. Her AfD candidacy in the 2019 local 
elections for the Meifen district council prompted a student 
occupation of the library of the Dresden University of Fine 
Arts, where she was employed, and Lenk eventually had to 
give up her library management role. She has achieved a 
degree of notoriety for advocating and propagating the anti- 
Semitic slogan “End the guilt cult ”, thereby playing down the 
Holocaust and the other crimes of the Nazi regime. 


Sir Walter Bodmer 

se Renowned human geneticist Sir Walter 
Bodmer was the first guest speaker, 
delivering a presentation on the origins of 
the indigenous British people, all of whom 
can be classified as native Europeans. 

The substance of his presentation 
appealed to the xenophobic mindset of 
the faithful gathered at the conference who saw Bodmer’s 
findings as support for what they described as “the post- 
WWI invasions of total aliens”. The question must be raised 
as to why a geneticist with the reputation of Bodmer, both 
within the scientific community and beyond, was willing to 
accept the invitation to the conference. 

None of the speakers were announced in advance until the 
day of the conference, which indicates that the organising 
committee feared the conference might be scuppered, as 
has happened in the past. If Bodmer’s appearance had been 
revealed in advance and critically reported in the media, the 
result could have been to force Bodmer not to speak. 

As has been the case historically (notably when 
Conservative MP Jacob Rees-Mogg addressed the annual 
dinner of the group in 2013), one suspects that Bodmer 
had little knowledge of the connections the group has both 
directly and indirectly with several extreme right-wing 
factions, and that monitoring of the group’s activities has 
previously been undertaken by a specialist research unit 
based in the Home Office. 

Having said that, post-conference, Bodmer has had the 
opportunity to carry out further due diligence into the 
group, which he has failed to do and which has resulted 
in the TBG posting his presentation on YouTube. Perhaps 
another reason underlying Bodmer’s invitation to speak 
has been his recently documented support for RA Fisher. 
Described as being one of the greatest scientists of the 
20th century, Fisher was also from an early age a supporter 
of certain eugenic ideas, including sterilisation — it is for 
this reason that he has now been accused of having been 
racist. His promotion of eugenics recently caused various 


One suspects that Bodmer had little 
knowledge of the connections the group 
has both directly and indirectly with 
several extreme right-wing factions 
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organisations to remove his name from awards and 
dedications of buildings. 

A primary aim of a recent academic paper to which 
Bodmer contributed was to conduct a careful analysis of 
Fisher’s writings in these areas. The paper abstract stated 
that it aimed “neither to defend nor attack Fisher’s work in 
eugenics and views on race, but to present a careful account 
of their substance and nature”. 

Talk about sitting on the fence. Let us not forget that 
speakers at previous TBG conferences have included the 
controversial psychologist Richard Lynn, known for his 
controversial views on race and intelligence. He is a former 
professor emeritus of psychology at the University of Ulster 
whose title was withdrawn in 2018. Lynn was a guest speaker 
at the 2018 conference. Surely Bodmer was aware of previous 
conference speakers whose footsteps he was following? 


Chrsenper Monckton 

Christopher Monckton is a former adviser to 

Conservative Prime Minister Margaret 

Thatcher, who on the death of his father in 

2006 inherited the title Viscount Monckton 

of Brenchley. However, owing to the House 

of Lords Act 1999, he did not gain a seat in 
the Lords. In 2006, in a letter to US senators, 
fhe referred to himself as “a member of the Upper House of 
the United Kingdom legislature” and has continued to do so. 

In July 2011, the House of Lords took the unprecedented 
step of publishing online a cease and desist letter to 
Monckton from the Clerk of the Parliaments, which said: “I 
must repeat my predecessor’s statement that you are not and 
have never been a Member of the House of Lords”. Let’s not 
forget that Beck, one of the other conference speakers, has 
also been caught in controversy over his use of inaccurate 
terms to describe himself. Monckton advocates for climate 
change denial and has stated that those who warn of the 
dangers of climate change should be jailed. 

The title of his conference presentation on this occasion 
was “On The Creeping Totalitarian Tendencies Exemplified 
By Woke Britain”. The video post of his speech on YouTube 
was accompanied by text from the TBG administrator that it 
had been edited: it explained that this was due to the need to 
exercise caution in light of some of the issues raised and the 
fact that some may disagree with Monckton’s perspectives. 
An unusual move for the group considering its oft-stated 
support for freedom of speech. 

In his rambling, amateur dramatic style of presentation 
Monckton had specific targets in his crosshairs. He felt it fit 
to condemn the gay community with statements (potentially 
illegal under current UK equality legislation), such as: 

m “Homosexuality is so wrong that it is regarded as one of the 
four sins crying out to heaven for vengeance in traditional 
theology in the old testament” 

@ “Male promiscuous homosexuality is gravely dangerous 
to its practitioners. That’s why it’s a bad thing. Shouldn't 
we say to homosexuals, you need before you go down that 
road to be given a fair and proper medical warning of the 
dangers inherent in that particular lifestyle choice?” 

m@ “It was promiscuous homosexuality that led to the HIV 
pandemic that killed 50 million people worldwide.” 
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how the university authorities had reported her to what 


Monckton’s blatant homophobic hate j ported 
: she inaccurately describes as “the antiterrorist extremist 
speec h 3 whic hmu st sure ly have offended prevention organization, ‘Prevent’. As any self-respecting 


law student understands, Prevent is not an “antiterrorist 


some oO f the au die nce,wWas CO mple mente d extremist prevention organisation”, but a collaborative 
by a litany of conspiratorial u ntruths process of engagement between various agencies to 


safeguard individuals from becoming radicalised, whether it 


Such hate speech is illegal in the UK. The Crown 
Prosecution Service describes hate speech in its prosecution 
guidance as “any incident/criminal offence which is 
perceived, by the victim or any other person, to be motivated 
by a hostility or prejudice based on a person’s sexual 
orientation or perceived sexual orientation”. 

Monckton’s blatant homophobic hate speech, which must 
surely have offended some members of the conference 
audience, was complemented by a litany of conspiratorial 
untruths: 

@ Cambridge University has been taken over by China, which 
has bought and paid for Jesus College 

@ The Chinese Communist Party is paying for the rallies of 
climate change campaigners in the USA 

@ Russia is funding anti-fracking groups 

@ Boris Johnson is a secret Sinophiliac who will do anything 
for the Chinese Communist Party, but he cannot admit it. 


Katie Fanning 

On her LinkedIn profile, Katie Fanning is 

listed as being director at the White 

Indigenous Rights Alliance, a post she has 

| occupied since February 2021. Prior to this, 

she has had various roles within UKIP, 
including director (2016-19) and campaign 

manager (2015). 

No stranger to controversy, after becoming a Conservative 
Party activist in 2020, Fanning soon found herself being 
investigated for alleged racism. She had posted online a 
pre-lockdown snap of herself with Jacob Rees-Mogg and was 
subsequently suspended due to racist comments posted on 
her Facebook page, which included the following: 

@ “British military — time for a take over of parliament and 
to send the army in to shoot the foreign invaders, I think 
neutron bombs or possible a new virus that target specific 
people would be a good start” (sic) 

@ “No wonder all the countries where most of these BLM 
terrorists come from are third world s**t holes if this is the 
kind of people they are. Think we should send them back 
to their respective s**t holes to go act like animals outside 
civilised society.” 

A pre-conference transcript of Fanning’s intended address 
was published on the TBG website, and provides slightly 
more substance and detail than what was actually presented 
on the day. In this Fanning reveals that, during the recent 
lockdown, she decided to enrol on an online law degree 
course and within a few months was facing an internal 
university disciplinary process following her participation in 
an introductory law forum for new students. 

Fanning explains: “I would be subject to a disciplinary 
because I had stated in a response on the forum that ‘Black 


999 


Lives Matter is a terrorist organization’.” Later she describes 
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be at school, university or in certain other sectors. 

Fanning goes on to allege that she later received an 
unannounced visit at her home by three uniformed and two 
plainclothes police officers. From our understanding, such 
visits would not occur as part of the Prevent process, which 
is for all intents and purposes an aspect of safeguarding 
initiated and actioned by, and within, an institution such as a 
school or university. 

As a result of these events, Fanning is currently 
undertaking legal action against her former university. One 
assumes that the formation of the White Indigenous Rights 
Alliance in February 2021 is related, because in her closing 
remarks in the published pre-event transcript, she adopts a 
tone of confrontational, defiant and hateful rhetoric against 
what she describes as anti-white Afrocentric Marxism. 

The transcript reads: “If nothing drastically changes 
very soon, in less than 20 years we shall be a vulnerable 
persecuted minority in our own homeland by force to 
various foreign hostile peoples, whose children are growing 
up in our nations being taught falsehoods and to hate 
us, the indigenous white host population. This character 
assassination of the entire white race, the enforcement of 
CRT [compulsory race training] throughout our education 
systems, the purposeful accurate dissemination of our 
histories to stir up hate and animosity along with portraying 
the white race as a problem to be abolished, is purposefully 
creating a climate ripe for violent genocide. We only must 
look to South Africa to see where this antiwhite Afrocentric 
Marxism leads to. That is why I ask you to oppose and 
challenge this antiwhite Afrocentric Marxist agenda 
wherever you may find it vocally and actively, write to your 
MPs, complain, speak up and take action. If we do not we are 
heading towards a very dark and dangerous future.” 

As a footnote, it should be noted that Fanning’s obsession 
with being a target of the state is not recent: in 2019, she 
published a post on her personal Facebook profile, claiming 
that “a secret court is trying to lock me away like Melanie 
Shaw”. Tommy Robinson supporters have frequently cited 
Shaw in a paranoid conspiracy theory that claims Shaw has 
been imprisoned by the government for speaking out against 
child abuse. Her allegations have not stood up in police 
investigations and her convictions have been on charges 
that included arson, making a threat to kill and common 
assault. At her last sentencing, she received a hospital order 
under the Mental Health Act and is thought to be receiving 
treatment at high security Rampton Hospital. 

In conclusion, the impression gleaned from the 
intelligence gathered by Searchlight through attendance at 
the 2021 TBG conference is one of a radical, extreme right- 
wing organisation promoting societal division, hatred and a 
white supremacist agenda. The organisation styles itself as 
a traditionalist conservative and high Tory organisation — 
nothing could be further from the truth. ® 
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A verdict that brings 
hope for justice 


he world finally drew 
breath as the jury in the 
Unite the Right trial in 
Charlottesville, Virginia, 
found against 14 neo-nazi 
individual defendants and ten white 
nationalist organisations. They were 
found liable for injuries sustained by 
nine plaintiffs, who were part of the 
counter-protests on 12 August 2017. 
The defendants were also found 
guilty of conspiring to cause violence 
at the rally and ordered to pay a total of 
$26 million. The jury determined that 
in advance of the infamous rally the 
defendants had conspired to intimidate, 
harass or commit acts of violence. 
Many protesters had arrived armed 
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The ruling against white supremacists in the Charlottesville trial 
is a victory in the fight against extremism, and could put some 
of the racist groups out of business. Leonard Zeskind reports 


with mace, armour, handguns and 
semi-automatic rifles, wore helmets 
and carried shields emblazoned with 
their groups’ insignia. 

The case of the nine plaintiffs was 
supported by civil rights local non- 
profit organisation, Integrity First for 
America. Following the verdict on 23 
November the group tweeted: “Today’s 
verdict in our Charlottesville lawsuit 
puts the entire white supremacist 


Remembered 
Vigil for anti-racist 
protester Heather 
Heyer, who was 
killed on the day 
of the infamous 
2017 rally by 
white supremacist 
James Alex Field 


movement on notice: We are not 
powerless against your attacks on our 
communities and our democracy. We 
have the tools to fight back — and win.” 
The verdict marks an important 
step in the fight against right-wing 
extremism and could result in 
bankruptcy for the white nationalist 
groups that were on trial. One of the 
defendants, alt-right leader Richard 
Spencer, claimed that the “entire theory 
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of that verdict is fundamentally flawed” 
and said that he would appeal. 

Another defendant was neo-nazi 
James Alex Fields, the killer of Heather 
Heyer, who died when Field ploughed 
his car into a group of counter- 
protesters. He is currently serving two 
life sentences for racially motivated 
hate crimes, for her murder and 
causing injury to dozens of others. 

The Charlottesville case came at a 
moment in US history when juries in 
two other states were also deliberating 
race-related cases. One was the case of 
white teenager Kyle Rittenhouse, who 
shot three people, leaving two dead, 
during a night of disturbances in the 
town of Kenosha, following the police 
shooting of a black man that left him 
paralysed. The other was the case of 
three men who shot Ahmaud Arbery, 
an unarmed black man who had been 
out jogging. 

The Rittenhouse jury in Wisconsin 
supported the teenager’s claim of self- 
defence, acquitting him on all charges. 
However, the jury in Georgia found all 
three men involved guilty on multiple 
counts of murder. 

Michael Breen, President and 
CEO of Human Rights First reacted: 
“The white supremacists, white 
nationalists, neo-nazis and other 
far-right extremists who conspired 
to mainstream hate have always 
been morally bankrupt, our hope is 
this ruling literally bankrupts their 
organisations so that they can no longer 
spew racism or perpetrate violence,” 
he said. 


The defendants 
The trial opened on 28 October, more 
than four years after the infamous rally 
2017 Unite the rally in Charlottesville. 
Using a 150-year old law, passed during 
the height of Reconstruction after the 
American Civil War, the nine plaintiffs 
sued individuals and organisations for 
damages in civil court. 

The far-right rally that took place 
on 12 August 2017 was organised in 
response to the proposal to remove 
a statue of Confederate General 
Robert E Lee in Charlottesville. 
Anti-racist protesters also turned out in 
force on the day. 

No one from the West Coast-based 
American Freedom Party was a 
defendant in the case. Neither was 
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Peddlers of hate 


Among the 
defendants in 
the civil trial 
were (clockwise 
from right) James 


_Alex Field (top), 


captured a few 
hours before 

he ran down 
protesters, former 
National Socialist 
Movement 

leader Jeff 
Schoep, Matthew 
Heimbach of the 
Traditionalist 
Worker Party and 
alt-right advocate 
Richard Spencer 


neo-nazi white supremacists David 
Duke, Don Black or Will White (the 
first two also Ku Klux Klan members). 
Nevertheless, the defendants read 
almost like a virtual who’s who of the 
national socialist wing of the white 
nationalist movement: Jason Kessler, 
the local organiser of the whiteist 
rally, had been a Proud Boys member, 
and that organisation — although 

not Kessler — had an outsized role 


‘in the 6 January insurrection at the 


Capitol building in Washington. 
Richard Spencer, the one-time leader 
of the National Policy Institute, was 


_ one of the bigger fish to be found guilty. 


He conceived the term “alt-right” as 
a marketing phrase to describe his 
movement, and further obscure its 


connection to white power protest. His 
institute, which was not a defendant 
in the case, was ordered by an Ohio 
court to pay a $2.4 million fine in a 
separate Charlottesville case. He had 
no lawyer at this point and represented 
himself at the trial, as he did in the 
Charlottesville case. 

The League of the South, its 
president Michael Hill, and his chief 
of staff Michael Tubbs were all three 
defendants. Hill, with a PhD in history, 
taught British history at the historically 
black Stillman College in Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama. Under his leadership, the 
league became more activist and less 
sedentary. He spent much of his time 
with Duke. (Duke was not charged in 
this action.) 
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Tubbs enlisted in the US Army in the 
1980s and won admission to the Special 
Forces, but his white supremacist 
activism at that time caused him to be 
thrown in jail for several years. When 
he was released he joined the League 
of the South and became its Florida 
chairman. He is a believer in the racist 
and anti-Semitic Christian identity 
version of Christianity. 

The Traditionalist Worker Party, its 
one-time chairman Matthew Heimbach 
and Matthew Parrott were also three 
significant defendants. Heimbach was 
an active white supremacist while still 
in college and Parrott was a affiliated 
with the Traditionalist Youth Network. 
All three are steeped in 1930s fascist 
ideologies. 

The National Socialist Movement 
(NSM) and its mini-Fuhrer Jeff Schoep 
were also both defendants. Schoep has 
stepped down as leader of the group 
and claims he no longer believes the 
neo-nazi tenets that have led the NSM 
to march everywhere and any time. 

He has been one of the defendants 
who found it difficult to comply with 
plaintiffs’ discovery notions. 

Identity Evropa, its founder Nathan 
Damigo and a member Elliot Kline 
(who used the name Eli Mosley) were 
also three defendants, as was the 
organisation Vanguard America along 
with one of its members, convicted car 
killer Fields. A couple of Ku Klux Klan 
groups and propaganda outfits were 
also among the defendants. 


Sedition trial 
This was the broadest array of 
white nationalist leaders that has 
been brought to court at any one 
time since 1988, when the Reagan 
Administration’s Justice Department 
brought members of The Order, also 
knows as the Silent Brotherhood, Aryan 
Nations, The Covenant, the Sword and 
the Arm of the Lord, Christian Patriot 
and the Klan to Fort Smith, Arkansas, 
on charges of seditious conspiracy. 
The defence, practically led by 
Louis Beam, put up an aggressive 
free speech defence. The government 
was hung by its overuse of turncoat 
white supremacists who had not really 
turned. (One of them, Glenn Miller, 
led the thousand-strong White Patriot 
Party in North Carolina in the early 
1980s, before becoming a government 
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witness at Fort Smith. In 2014, he shot 
and killed three people in assaults on 
Jewish institutions in Kansas City. He 
died in prison in May 2021.) Finally, 
every one of the defendants was 

found not guilty. And one of the jurors 
married one of the defendants. 

The sedition trial did set the stage 
towards a broader use of mainstream 
strategy among whiteists, led by 
Duke, who ran for president in 1988 
on Willis Carto’s Populist Party ticket 
and then won a Louisiana legislative 
seat as a Republican in 1989. Today, 
the white nationalist turn toward 
“mainstreaming” has already occurred, 
and the movement is growing. 


Confederate support 

The 2017 Charlottesville rally grew 
out of broad movement to defend 
Confederate statues. The campaign 
to unseat these statues had picked 
up steam in the past several years. 
They had been originally erected by 
Daughters of the Confederacy in the 
1890s to help promote the virtues of 
Jim Crow segregation. 

Now a broad-based anti-racism 
campaign was taking on racist police 
killings and Confederate statues, 
pushing against the newly installed 
limits on voting rights. The defendants 
said they launched the Unite the 
Right rallies to defend the statue of 
Confederate General Robert E Lee. 

The plaintiffs and Integrity First for 
America that supported the lawsuit, 
claimed the event was a “meticulously 
planned conspiracy to bring violence 
to Charlottesville ... fueled by bigotry 
and hatred”. 

There was certainly violence at the 
August 2017 events in Charlottesville, 
Virginia, most notably the murder of 
local resident Heyer and the wounding 
of several others when Fields drove 
his vehicle into the crowd of counter- 
protestors. There were several other 
incidents over the weekend, including 
a Friday night torch-lit parade through 
the university campus. The plaintiffs, 
however, claimed that the violence was 
the result of a conspiracy. 


Planned violence 

Conspiracy has always been difficult 

to prove ina court of law, even if tens of 
millions of Americans are themselves 
soaked in conspiracy theories about 


Ready for violence (clockwise from top left) 

Peaceful counter-demonstrators lined the street linking 
arms to be confronted by armed Three Percenters; 
other nationalists came from the League of the South 
and Vanguard America; Three Percenters clearly came 
tooled up for action; helmets emblazoned with the 
symbols of the Traditionalist Worker Party and the Ku 
Klux Klan; Confederate and nazi fans mingled together, 
as well as Identity Evropa. The groups and their leaders 
were among the defendants at the trial 
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The plaintiffs also contended that the 
white nationalist movement is motivated, 
in part, by the desire to do personal 
violence against their perceived enemies 


everything, from the shooting dead 

of President Kennedy in 1963 to the 
election results that lost Donald Trump 
his presidency in 2020. 

Prior to trial, the plaintiffs dug up 
every available document, internet post 
and every shred of evidence proving 
that the defendants engaged in a 
planned conspiracy to commit violence. 

The lawsuit was brought under an 
1871 law known as the Ku Klux Klan 
Act. It was at first intended as a defence 
mechanism for Fourteenth Amendment 
rights (equal before the law) against the 
Klan and other white mob incursions. 

The case leant heavily on claims of 
conspiracy against the defendants, 
including subjecting persons to acts 
of intimidation, directing violence at 
persons, directing vandalism, causing 
a riot and another dozen bigotry- 
motivated insults and injuries. The 
burden of proof is not as difficult as it 
would have been in a criminal case. 

The plaintiffs also contended that 
the white nationalist movement is 
motivated, in part, by the desire to 
do personal violence against their 
perceived enemies. Among their best 
witnesses was Holocaust historian 
Professor Deborah Lipstadt. 

Searchlight readers might remember 
that she was sued for libel in a British 
court by Holocaust denier David 
Irving. She won. In the Charlottesville 
case, she wrote an expert report on 
anti-Semitism, then testified how 
it has been the bedrock of white 
supremacism. The only action the 
defendants could mount was to tell a 
Holocaust joke. Nobody laughed. 

During the third week of the trial, the 
jury heard from Kessler, the Proud Boys 
member who started organising for the 
Unite the Right rallies. 

Integrity First for America thought 
that Kessler’s testimony was damning. 
First, he started his campaign by 
writing on the online Discord group 
chat platform: “I think we need to 
have a Battle of Berkeley situation in 
Charlottesville. Bring in the alt-right, 


Proud Boys... Damigo, Spencer and 
fight this sh*t out...” 

The jury heard how he encouraged 
violence. He sent a message to Spencer 
saying: “We've raising an army, my 
liege. For free speech, but the cracking 
of skulls if it comes to it.” He also 
encouraged participants to “crack some 
antifa skulls.” 


Future cases 

As the Charlottesville trial went on, 

in every corner of the country signs 

of the near future emerged. Stephen 
Bannon, who had served President 
Donald Trump as a senior aide, was 
charged with contempt of Congress 
for his failure to answer a subpoena 
by the congressional investigation of 
the 6 January, 2021, insurrection in 
Washington, DC. He surrendered to the 
FBI, but vowed to make the charge the 
“misdemeanour from hell”. 

Long-time far-right conspiracy 
monger Alex Jones, whose InfoWars 
website has promoted white 
nationalism, was found guilty of 
defaming eight families whose children 
were shot and killed in a schoolyard 
massacre. The next stage of that fight 
will be to see if anyone can collect 
damages. 

In Austin, Texas, an 18-year-old 
college student was arrested for 
arson after setting a fire at the Beth 
Israel synagogue on Halloween. The 
student’s swastika and nazi propaganda 
stickers were also confiscated, perhaps 
as evidence. The synagogue building 
suffered about $150,000-worth 
of damage in the fire and local 
congregations of every faith have been 
donating to a fix-it fund. The North 
Austin Muslim Community Center has 
contributed $5,000. The imam said: 
“When one of us is attacked, all of us 
are attacked.” 

Amen. ® 


Leonard Zeskind is president of the 
Institute for Research and Education 
on Human Rights. See www. irehr.org 
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Migrants left 


in limbo as 
politicians 
posture 


Were there a will, European countries between 
them could easily support all refugees stuck on 
the Poland-Belarus border, says Martin Smith 


humanitarian catastrophe 

is unfolding on the border 

of Belarus and Poland. 

The so-called “migrant 

crisis” has seen thousands 
of refugees trapped between the forces of 
the Belarusian state and heavily armed 
Polish border guards. 

In the forests and swamplands 
separating the two countries, about 
4,000 refugees, including children, are 
living in makeshift camps in freezing 
conditions. According to the UN Refugee 
Agency, at least eight people have died 
from exposure, but aid workers say the 
real number is likely to be much higher. 

These refugees are mostly Kurds 
from Iraq, plus smaller numbers from 
Afghanistan, Lebanon and Syria. They 
are fleeing persecution and poverty, 
much of it a result of the West’s military 
interventions in those regions. 

Latvia and Lithuania, the other two 
European Union (EU) states that border 
Belarus, are also being pulled into this 
crisis as refugees gather at their borders. 

Thousands of Polish border patrol 
police have now been reinforced by 
12,000 Polish troops. On several 
occasions in November Polish forces 
fired tear gas, as well as water cannon at 
refugees trying to cross the border. 

Poland put its 29,000-strong 
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Territorial Defence Force on standby 
and set up barbed wire fences and 
observation towers along the border. 
The Polish parliament recently voted to 
spend £300 million on a new “anti- 
migrant” wall on its border with Belarus. 
A spokesman for the Polish Ministry of 
Defence said: “Viktor Orban’s wall in 
Hungary is our model.” 

The governments of Poland and 
Lithuania have also declared a state 
of emergency. NGOs and journalists 
are banned from the border areas. 

A number of human rights laws have 
been suspended and Poland has all but 
abolished the right of asylum. 

There would be no crisis on the 
Belarus-Polish border if both countries 
undertook a humanitarian response 
to the refugees. Apart from the moral 
necessity to support all 4,000 refugees, 
there is a need to put the so-called crisis 
into perspective. There are 27 countries 
in the EU (plus a further 17 European 
countries who are not members). That 
amounts to 148 refugees per EU member 
country (or just 90 per country if you 
include all the European nations). These 
numbers of refugees could easily be 
absorbed by all states. 

In addition, if the Belarus regime 
really cared about the migrants’ plight, it 
could allow them to settle in the country 


or at least provide safe and humane 
conditions to live in while they waited to 
gain entry to another country. 


How the crisis unfurled 

The crisis began in late August when 
groups of refugees began to gather on the 
border separating Belarus and Poland. 

EU leaders claim that Belarus's 
authoritarian leader Alexander 
Lukashenko is deliberately sparking 
the refugee situation by selling flights 
and visas to refugees from the Middle 
East and Africa. Many are flown to 
the Belarus capital Minsk and then 
transferred to the country’s border 
with the EU. In a interview for BBC TV, 
Lukashenko did not deny this. 

In recent years, refugees from the 
Middle East and Africa have made the 
often-treacherous journey into the EU 
through Turkey and the Mediterranean 
Sea. According to the International 
Organisation for Migration, 1,369 people 
perished in the sea in 2020, These 
shocking statistics explain why many 
refugees have opted to fly to Belarus as a 
safer alternative to reach Europe, instead 
of risking crossing the Mediterranean. 

So the question is: why was 
Lukashenko encouraging refugees to 
come to Belarus to cross into Europe? 

EU leaders claim he is trying to 
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destabilise the region. They also 

think it is a simple act of revenge for 
their condemnation of Lukashenko’s 
fraudulent presidential re-election in 
2020. The EU also tacitly supported the 
mass movement to remove the regime 
after the election farce, a movement he 
violently suppressed. 

Since the fraudulent presidential 
election, the EU has imposed sanctions 
on the regime and on 166 individuals. 
In June 2021, the EU introduced a ban 
on all Belarusian carriers flying over EU 
airspace and accessing to EU airports. 

In response, Lukashenko introduced 
his own sanctions on the EU, including 
cutting off natural gas transit from 
Russia to EU countries via Belarus. He 
is also restricting the pumping of oil 


through the Druzhba pipeline to Poland. 


This political situation is not only 
destabilising the region, but it is also 
drawing into its orbit bigger and more 
powerful forces. The ultra-nationalistic 
authoritarian regime of President 
Vladimir Putin in Russia is throwing its 
weight behind Lukashenko and, in turn, 
the EU and the US are backing Poland. 

Putin has declared that he 
backs Lukashenko against foreign 
“interference”, hailing the “brotherly” 
ties between Russia and Belarus. The 
two leaders have also signed a new 
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package of measures in areas such as 

banking, industry and agriculture and 
moved toward a plan for a “union state 
between former Soviet Union members. 

The EU and USA are clearly worried 
that Putin is using the crisis to make 
further inroads to control the Ukraine 
and to get approval for Russia’s Nord 
Stream gas pipelines into Europe. US 
Secretary of State Antony Blinken 
said in a tweet that the manufactured 
migrant crisis was a deliberate attempt 
“to threaten security, sow divisions and 
distract from Russia’s activities on the 
border with Ukraine”. 

The leaders of the EU and the USA 
are desperately trying to stop Putin’s 
expansion plans and want to protect 
their own political and economic 
influence in the region. The refugees, 
who are expendable pawns in this 
regional power game, are caught in 
the crossfire. 


” 


The EU's war on refugees 
European leaders (I include the UK 
in this) have introduced a series of 
draconian policies and practices that 
attempt to halt the flow of refugees. 
However, until recently they have 
distanced themselves from far-right 
populist governments and their more 
extreme anti-refugee measures. 

For example, when ex-US President 
Donald Trump announced he was going 
to build a wall on the US-Mexico border, 
most mainstream EU politicians, rightly, 
lined up to condemn him. Likewise, 
when Orban built his wall on the 
Hungary-Serbia-Croatian border during 
the 2016 migrant crisis, EU and UN 
leaders condemned him and refused to 
co-finance the wall. 

The UN Secretary-General Ban 
Ki-moon stated: “We should not be 
building fences or walls ... above all we 
must look at root causes in countries 
of origin.” This was just as true when it 
came to the EU’s relationship with the 
Law and Justice (PiS)-led government 
in Poland. It is one of the most vicious 
far-right regimes in Europe: it has 
supporting draconian policies directed 
at refugees and asylum seekers, and has 
attempted to ban abortion provision. 
The PiS supported the nazi-led National 
Independence march in Warsaw 
this year. 

The EU has accused the Polish 
government of subverting the rule of law. 


Brussels is currently withholding billions 
of dollars in funds intended to help the 
country with its economic recovery after 
the Covid-19 pandemic. As recently as 
October, there was widespread talk in 
the media of a possible Polish exit from 
the EU, or Polexit. But in recent months 
that has all changed. 

German Interior Minister Horst 
Seehofer gave his backing to a new wall 
on the Polish-Belarus border. He said the 
Polish government has “reacted correctly 
so far” and went on: “I say as well that we 
need structural security at the borders.” 

Charles Michel, President of the 
European Council, declared: “I am here 
to meet with the Polish Prime Minister 
to offer solidarity — and even, perhaps, 
some border funds”. 

Over 100 British troops have also been 
deployed on the Polish- Belarus border. 
The USA has offered its unequivocal 
support for Poland and warned Putin 
not to meddle. Thus, the EU, UK and the 
USA are now offering both money and 
military aid to Poland to support it in 
securing its borders against refugees. 

There are two important issues 
behind the thawing of EU hostility 
towards the Polish government. First, 
the EU sees the administration as part 
of a bulwark against Putin’s expansionist 
plans. Second, the EU is fully committed 
to its Fortress Europe strategy and so 
has become willing to join hands with 
far-right populist governments. 

The recent events on the Belarus- 
Poland border represent a new low in the 
treatment of refugees. 

However, we have also seen glimpses 
of solidarity, with thousands marching 
in Warsaw in support of refugees 
in October. But perhaps the most 
inspirational acts of compassion have 
come from many Polish villagers in the 
border area. 

A Polish lawyer, Kamil Syller, has 
started the “Green Light” project to help 
refugees crossing the border. Syller set 
up a Facebook page offering information 
to refugees in four languages: Polish, 
Arabic, Kurdish and French. Villagers 
are encouraged to put green lights in 
their windows. This is a signal that 
in these homes they can receive food, 
shelter or charge their phones. 

One eyewitness reports driving 
through a village on the border and 
seeing eight homes displaying green 
lights. This really is a ray of hope. e 
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Squadrismo tactics 
return to Rome 


Alfio Bernabei discusses how far right forces used the October anti-vax protest to raise 
their profile by launching a Mussolini-style assault on one of Italy's biggest trade unions 


he fascists who took 
advantage of the anti-vax 
protest that took place 
on 9 October in Rome 
knew exactly the kind 
of message they wanted to convey to 
their followers. 

The acts of violence they engaged 
in resulted in spectacular images of 
destruction — in essence, in front 
of the whole nation they mounted 
a display of Squadrismo rooted on 
historical memories. The timing was 
perfect from a fascist point of view. 
October is the month that Italians 
associate with the preparations of 
Mussolini’s march on Rome that took 
place at the end of that month in 1922. 

Squadrismo was the movement 
squadre d’azione or “action squads” 
that the fascist militias organised 
outside the authority of the Italian 
state. The violence of the squadristi 
was not solely an instrument in 
politics, but also a vital component 
of fascist identity. 

Today, in the month of October, all 
Italians are aware that the centenary 
of the march on Rome is rapidly 
approaching. For the fascists, the 
anniversary offers an opportunity to 
celebrate and raise their profile, hence 
the need to engage in and publicise 
acts and images that can be instantly 
understood by a wide audience and 
help recruit a new wave of “third 
millennium” squadristi. 

With this purpose in mind, the 
fascists went a step further on 9 
October. They sought an opportunity 
to update old images of “action 
squads” to attract the younger 
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generation. It is pretty obvious that 
those who invited a contingent of 
anti—vax protesters to leave the main 
demonstrations of nearly 50,000 in 
order to try to break through police 
lines to reach Prime Minister Mario 
Draghi’s city centre office — Palazzo 
Chigi — had the ambition to duplicate 
the storming of the US Capitol in 
Washington DC on 6 January 2021. 

The group that broke away was 
not large enough to achieve this 
aim. When it transpired that the 
police were protecting the palazzo, 
the protesters went for an even 
more significant target that must 
have been chosen in advance — they 
staged an assault on the headquarters 
of the biggest Italian trade union 
in the centre of Rome, the CGIL 
(Confederazione Generale Italiana del 
Lavoro). After smashing their way 
inside, the fascists recorded video and 
images that almost perfectly matched 
the material shot inside the US Capitol 
and, in particular, inside the Senate 
chamber. They filmed themselves 
sitting on chairs amid broken windows 
and smashed furniture. 

It was also clear that this was a 
symbolic reminder of the destruction 
instigated by Mussolini’s followers 
when they began attacking trade 
unions and assassinating trade 
unionists soon after 1919, the year the 
fascio was set up in Milan. At the time, 


trade union offices were set on fire as a 
matter of course, while shop stewards 
were given notice to abandon their 
activities and leave their homes. 

The origins of the trade union 
attacked by the fascists go back to 
1906 when the CGIL was set up on the 
initiative of socialists. It was disbanded 
early in Mussolini’s dictatorship and 
most of its leaders were forced to take 
refuge abroad, mainly in France. 


Far-right militancy 

The signal to launch the attack at 

the no-vax and anti-green pass 
demonstration — Italy was about to 
make it compulsory for all workers to 
have a Covid-19 green pass as proof 
of vaccination, a negative test or 
recovery from the virus — was given by 
Giuliano Castellino, the deputy leader 
of Forza Nuova and the right-hand 
man of Roberto Fiore, who co-founded 
the organisation in 1997. 

A video captured Castellino 
shouting: “Do you know what the free 
Italians will do today? They ... are 
going to lay siege to the CGIL. Today, 
we go, now, we form a rally and we are 
going to take over the CGIL We are 
going to take what is ours.” 

Castellino, 45, has a long history 
of political militancy in far-right 
organisations and has been in trouble 
with the law on a number of occasions, 
including possession of drugs and for 


Soon after these incidents Forza Nuova’s website was 
forced offline by a court order following allegations it 
had been used to encourage criminal activity 
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alleged activities to do with keeping 
“order” at sports events — apparently, a 
kind of arrangement meaning more or 
less “free tickets in exchange for peace 
at the Olimpico stadium in Rome”. 

More recently, in 2019, he received a 
five-year prison sentence for assaulting 
two journalists from the weekly 
L’Espresso during a commemoration of 
two right-wing militants killed in 1978 
in Rome. He should not have been at 
the anti-vax demonstration as he was 
out of jail but under “special vigilance”. 

Castellino’s boss, Fiore, was also 
at the demonstration. They both led 
the rally as it reached the CGIL 
headquarters, where Castellino was 
heard ordering a policeman: “Take us 
to talk to [Maurizio] Landini or we'll 
go and get him.” Landini, the leader 
of the CGIL, was not in the building at 
the time. 

A number of people were injured in 
the violent attack, including several 
policemen, and 12 were arrested inside 
the building, including Castellino and 
Fiore. Also taken into custody was 
Luigi Aronica who spent 20 years in 
jail for terrorist activities. Among 
Aronica’s friends in the terrorist 
organisation NAR (Nuclei Armati 
Rivoluzionari) were Giusva Fioravanti 
and Francesca Mambro, who were 
found guilty of the Bologna bombing 
that killed 85 people at the railway 
station in 1980. 

There was more trouble after the 
storming the CGIL offices, when 
one of the attackers was taken to 
hospital. Dozens of rioters targeted 
the emergency unit to “free” their 
comrade, forcing health workers to 
barricade themselves inside. Soon 
after these incidents Forza Nuova’s 
website was forced offline by a court 
order following allegations that the 
group had used the site to encourage 
criminal activity. 


Dissolution 

The following days saw many 
demonstrations across the country 
in support of the CGIL. Prime 
Minister Draghi visited the union’s 
headquarters where he met Landini, 
who later said he had received a 
pledge to discuss the dissolution of 
Forza Nuova: “The Prime Minister 
has expressed the solidarity of the 
government and the commitment of 
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Fightback 

More than 50,000 
people took part 
in an anti-fascist 
demonstration 

in Rome on 16 
October, one of 
many such events 
held across the 
country, following 
the assault 

on the CGIL 
headquarters 

in Rome on 9 
October (right) 


all institutions to prevent the return of 
a past we don’t want.” 

The centre-left Democratic Party 
(PD) has presented a motion in 
parliament calling on the government 
to dissolve Forza Nuova and all 
political movements of neo-fascist 
inspiration. “We hope that all 
genuinely democratic political forces 
will sign it,” the PD said. “The time 
has come to put an end to ambiguities 
regarding fascism.” 

It is quite possible that Matteo 
Salvini and Giorgia Meloni, leaders 
of the rightist League and Brothers 
of Italy parties respectively, will 
welcome the dissolution because they 
have nothing to lose. At election time, 


supporters and sympathisers of Forza 
Nuova, CasaPound and other fascist 
groups tend to vote for them anyway. 

Meanwhile, an investigation 
carried out by the newspaper Domani 
appears to have found evidence that 
sections of the anti-vax movement 
may be receiving financial assistance 
from one of Fiore’s organisations 
based in London, the Saint George 
Educational Trust. Fiore has denied 
any flow of money from his London 
business empire, although it is quite 
possible that, following the demise of 
his party, assistance may be provided 
to movements or organisations with a 
rigid right-wing agenda. 

It will be interesting to see what 
happens to the supporters of Forza 
Nuova should the movement be 
dissolved. Much depends on what form 
the anti-vax movement as a whole will 
take as a disruptive force steeped in 
superstition, religious beliefs, fear of 
the unknown and conspiracy theories 
of a far-right wing nature. 

Worryingly, this is a phenomenon 
that crosses borders. It may provide 
a common language for international 
far-right action. @ 
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A changing repertoire 


The far right’s espousal of anti-vaxxer actions and anti-refugee patrols has not escaped 
the attention of Germany's police and intelligence forces, as Siobhan Hyland reports 


t the beginning of 

August, despite a court 

order banning the 

protests, thousands 

of people descended 
on Berlin to protest against Covid-19 
restrictions. About 2,000 police 
officers were needed to keep around 
5,000 protestors under control. Most 
of them refused to follow pandemic 
safety rules and police arrested around 
600 demonstrators. 

Protestors made no distinction 
in terms of who they attacked 
and, according to German public 
broadcaster and news outlet dw.com, 
journalist Jorg Reichel, head of the 
Berlin-Brandenburg branch of the 
German Journalist Union (DJU), was 
assaulted by protestors. The daily 
newspaper, Tagesspiegel, reported 
that he was eventually rescued by a 
passer-by. 

The demonstration was put together 
by the Lateral Thinkers movement 
(Querdenker), which has been far from 
quiet in registering its opposition 
to the Covid-1g restrictions. The 
movement is popular among anti- 
vaxxer and conspiracy theorists and, 
according to dw.com, has also gained 
support from the Alternative for 
Germany (AfD). 

Sources close to Searchlight report 
that a British neo-nazi has been sent 
over to Germany to help build the 
German anti-vax movement, and to 
support likeminded groups in Britain 
and USA. 


‘False flag’ attack 

A former army officer is currently on 
trial on charges of planning an act 

of violence endangering the state, 
including plotting to bring down the 
government, as well as possession of 
weapons and explosives, and fraud. 
The trial of Franco A is being heard in 
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Alleged targets 


Germany's Vice- 
President Claudia 
Roth and former 
Minister for 
Foreign Affairs 
Heiko Maas were 
both alleged to 
have been on 
Franco A's hit list 


the Senate for State Protection at the 
Frankfurt Regional High Court. 

The former army officer is accused 
of using a false identity to plan a 
major attack, which — had his plans 
come to fruition — would have been 
attributed to a fictional refugee, which 
is termed a “false flag” attack. He is 
accused of planning the assassination 
of former Minister for Foreign Affairs 
Heiko Maas, Vice-President Claudia 
Roth, and human rights activist 
Annetta Kahane. 

Investigations reveal that in 
2016 Franco A submitted a request 
for asylum, under the alias David 
Benjamin, and fooled the authorities 


into granting him temporary residence. 


He commuted from his barracks in 
France to attend asylum hearings and 
pretended he needed an interpreter 
despite knowing barely any Arabic. 
He denies planning an attack. 
According to news agency Reuters, 
as he entered the court buildings, 
he said: ‘I can assure you I am not 
a far-right extremist, I have a clean 
conscience... I have never planned 
any actions to the disadvantage of 
any person.’ 
Despite the seriousness of the 
allegations, a federal court overturned 


an arrest warrant, which means that 
he is at liberty. The charges avoid any 
reference to association as a terrorist, 
although wsws.org (World Socialist 
Web Site) reported that there is 
evidence of accomplices. 

In the course of the trial, Franco A 
has accused Chancellor Angela Merkel 
of not protecting the German people, 
because she allowed many refugees 
to enter Germany in 2015. He stated 
that he posed as a refugee in order to 
understand how the system is used 
and abused. His defence lawyer, Moritz 
Schmitt-Fricke, has described the trial 
as a hate campaign. 

Franco A joined the social media 
South chat group run by a former 
Special Forces soldier, Andre S. 

The group is part of the ‘Hannibal’ 
network, which enabled police and 
army officers to communicate to 
prepare for a time to create havoc to 
the political network. 

However, the court found there to 
be not enough evidence to support 
a charge of terrorism. If Franco A is 
convicted, he could face up to 10 years 
in prison. 

While the trial is expected to run 
well into next year, anti-Semitic 
attacks continue to occur in Germany 
on an all too regular basis. In the 
week of the 23 August, an 18-year-old 
Jewish man was attacked in Cologne 
in what looked to be an anti-Semitic 
attack. He was verbally abused for 
wearing a kippah head covering, after 
which things escalated to a brutal 
physical attack by 10 perpetrators. The 
victim was taken to hospital with a 
suspected broken nose and cheekbone. 

Germany’s Federal Anti-Semitism 
Commissioner Felix Klein told the 
DPA news agency that he hoped those 
involved, who were aged around 18 
and 19 years, would be ordered to 
undergo educational programmes “in 
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GUFRANKFURT 


which they will be taught the basic 
principles of the rule of law and of 
our free democratic order” to change 
their viewpoint. 


Election aftermath 
In Germany’s national elections in 
September, the AfD claimed 83 of a 
total of 736 seats. It is a significant 
amount, but half the number won 
by the CDU. The importance of this 
result is where the AfD picked up 
votes — it is clear that the far right is 
popular in southeastern Germany. It 
now dominates several areas: parts of 
Thuringia, Saxony and a proportion of 
Saxony-Anhalt. According to dw.com, 
middle-aged voters, rather than young 
people, make up the majority of its 
supporters. Men are also more likely to 
vote for the party. 

After an increase in support for 
radicals in the party, AfD co-leader 
Jorg Meuthen announced he will 
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not run again for party leadership 

in December. Meuthen has failed to 
counter this radical edge, attempting 
to remove people such as Bjorn Hocke, 
the party leader of Thuringia. In 2019, 
a German court ruled that Hocke could 
be labelled a fascist due to his extreme 
fascist and racist views. 

Although the AfD was down 2.3% of 
the compared with the 2017 elections, 
it did gain a 10% share of the vote 
nationwide. However, it has lost its 
foothold as a serious opposition party 
in the Bundestag. 

These losses must not stop serious 
attention being brought to bear on the 
AfD. For example, the party has a large 
foothold in the east of Germany. If it 
can gain a larger portion of the vote 
in state elections, its successes could 
make things incredibly difficult for any 
coalition government. Although each 
of the three coalition parties — Social 
Democrats (SPD), Greens and pro- 


Dubious alliance 


The Lateral 
Thinkers 
movement, or 
Querdenker, 
which has been 
vocal in anti- 
vax protests, 
has gained 

the support of 
Alternative for 
Germany (top). 
Anti-fascists in 
black challenge 
white-clad Covid 
deniers 


business Free Democrats (FDP) — who 
are still trying to form government 
has refused to work with the AfD, the 
possibility must not be dismissed. 


Blocked 

At the end of October, a group of 
far-right supporters were prevented 
from taking action to block migrants 
crossing the border from Poland into 
Germany. A counter-demonstration, 
holding banners proclaiming ‘Gegen 
Alte und Neue Nazis’ (against old and 
new nazis), was there to block them. 
Police stopped more than 50 of the neo- 
nazis and seized batons, pepper spray, a 
bayonet and a machete. 

These vigilantes are alleged to be 
followers of far right group Third Way. 
It is rumoured to have been founded in 
Heidelberg in 2013, separating off from 
National Democratic Party (NPD), after 
falling out over the direction they were 
taking ideologically. 

According to Germany’s federal 
domestic intelligence agency BfV, 
the party has a relatively small 
membership at 600; it is thought that 
Third Way believes in being a small 
unit and is not interested in expansion. 

In the past few years, Third Way 
has started aligning itself politically to 
enable it to run in elections at regional 
and national level. The group was 
prosecuted in Munich and Saxony 
during the recent elections for putting 
up posters calling for violence against 
one of the other political parties. The 
group is heavily involved in anti- 
lockdown measures brought in to 
stem increasing coronavirus cases in 
Germany. According to the BfV, on the 
pretence of protecting German citizens, 
Third Way has attempted to organise 
“patrols” in German towns. 

At the end of October, police 
carried out raids of 14 premises across 
Germany with far-right links, reported 
dw.com. The searches are said to be 
linked to an extremist group known 
as the Berserker Clan, which was 
alledgedly planning an armed uprising. 

Police took 15 people into custody, 
who are accused of being members of a 
criminal organisation. According to the 
BfV, there has been a 10% rise in far- 
right violent crimes in 2021, as many 
as 40% of which are said to involve far- 
right extremists categorised as oriented 
towards using violent tactics. @ 
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Daily life among the 
fascist rank and file 


Daniel Jones explores Searchlight's contribution to an exhibition at the Wiener 
Holocaust Library on the spread of fascism in the 1930s and the lessons for today 


are printing blocks used to 
print anti-Semitic materials, 
as well as copies of British 
Union of Fascists (BUF) 
publications, are some of the 
objects included in the latest exhibition 
that has opened at the Wiener Holocaust 
Library. 
Entitled This Fascist Life: Radical 
Right Movements in Interwar 
Europe, the exhibition draws on the 
Library’s own extensive collections, 
but also contains the first ever public 
display of objects on loan from the 
Searchlight Archive. In addition to the 
aforementioned rare printing blocks 
and copies of BUF publications — issues 
of Action from the mid-late 1930s — 
the exhibits on loan from Searchlight 
include a collection of articles published 
under the title The Letters of Lucifer 
(see right). 
These objects offer an insight into 
the activities and messages that British 
fascists would have consumed on a 
regular basis and the culture within 
which they existed, providing visitors 
with an understanding of how the 
fascist threat has echoed through time. 
The exhibition explores what it was 
like to be a fascist in the interwar period. 
Co-curated by historian Roland Clark, 
senior lecturer in Modern European 
History at the University of Liverpool, 
and Tim Grady, Professor of History at 
the University of Chester, the exhibition 
focuses on the everyday lived experience 
within the fascist movements and hopes 
to shine a light on what drew people 
into those organisations and how people 
were radicalised. 
The landmark events most frequently 
recalled are a BUF meeting held at 
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the Olympia Centre in London in 

1934, which met with a counter- 
demonstration by anti-fascists, some of 
whom gained entry to the event, with 
violence erupting at the rally. The other 
event is the opposition in 1936 to the 
march of Oswald Mosley’s Blackshirts 
through the East End of London, 
which has gone down in history as 

the Battle of Cable Street. Both events 
were headlined by party leader Mosley 
and staunchly opposed by progressive 
anti-fascist forces. 

The focus of the Wiener exhibition, 
however, is the period between these 
two flashpoints and it looks at how 
easily fascist movements were able to 
radicalise disaffected young people. 

Membership of the BUF, the 
main pre-war fascist movement, 
reached around 40,000 at its peak 
in 1934, a number that is around one 
fifth of the modern Conservative 
Party membership. 

But the fascist movements went far 
beyond its leaders, Mosley and his 
friends, and the Wiener exhibition 
helps us understand daily life within 
the movement and the messages the 
rank-and-file members would have 
heard from their fascist leaders. 

This is illustrated by items provided 
by the Searchlight Archive. For example, 


THIS FASCIST LIFE 


Radical Right Movements in Interwar Europe 


6 October 2021 to 4 February 2022 


Wiener Holocaust Library 
29 Russell Square, London 


A number of accompanying events are being run 
throughout the exhibition and can be booked through the 
library website: www.wienerholocaustlibrary.org 


the issues of Action on show include 
instructions and guides for BUF 
members on playing sports, extollations 
of the virtues of flying as a hobby, and 
reports about wishful rumours of 
support from the royal family. The more 
benign articles include sympathetic 
reports on the abdication of King 
Edward VIII and sit alongside pieces 
warning of the threat of communism. 

The booklet Letters of Lucifer, a 
selection of “best articles”, brought 
together much of the material 
previously published in Blackshirt, an 
earlier BUF publication. 

The printing blocks on loan from 
Searchlight show the darker reality of 
fascist activity in Britain. Depicting 
anti-Semitic tropes, with Jews 
represented as large-nosed and round- 
faced figures, they illustrate how the 
fascist movements portrayed the Jewish 
community not just as unwanted, but 
also as an existential and sinister threat 
to England and the world. 

Exhibition co-curator Dr Clark, 
writing for the Fair Observer website 
(Exhibiting fascism: an exhibition 
explores the allure of radicalism, 
https://tinyurl.com/jh8pj3ft), makes 
clear that the exposition and the 
objects within it are not simply about 
studying the past for the sake of it. 
“Understanding the attraction and 
tactics of fascist movements in their 
heyday provides us with the knowledge 
and tools we need to diffuse the power 
of the radical right in the 21st century,” 
he says. 

Alongside the Wiener Holocaust 
Library’s own mission to oppose 
anti-Semitism and counteract 
prejudice through educational means, 
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Insidious narratives 

British Union of Fascists 

publications reported on fascist 

links to royalty and encouraged 

members to take part in sporting 

activities, while trotting out Bape gh oy yines , 

the age-old fare of anti-Semitic Ome Sa oa a 
propaganda (items from the sag, ie san] 2 

Searchlight Archives) 


the exhibition seeks to use its own campaigning and investigation. 
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ur browse through the 
Searchlight archives in the 
previous, autumn issue (no 
483), revealed how in 1981 
Ray Hill foiled a nazi bomb 
attack on the Notting Hill Carnival. 

At the time, ITV’s then flagship 
investigative and current affairs 
programme, World In Action, began 
digging into reports that the British 
Democratic Party (BDP), a Leicester- 
based spin-off from the National 
Front (NF), was involved in buying 
guns. From the moment the decision 
was taken to investigate the party, it 
was pretty much doomed. WIA had a 
ferocious investigative reputation and 
didn’t take many prisoners. 

The BDP was led by a local solicitor, 
Anthony Reed Herbert. The NF’s 
Leicester branch, which he had led in 
the 1970s, had been the jewel in the 
party’s crown — it had polled thousands 
of votes and had come close to seizing 
a large number of council seats in 
local elections. 


Another 
spanner in 


the works 


It is 40 years since Searchlight’s most celebrated mole, 
Ray Hill, was wreaking havoc on the far right. Andy Bell 
tells the story of how he destroyed a fledgling, but 


dangerous, split-off from the National Front 


But then came the 1979 general 
election disaster, at which point 
Reed Herbert decided that the nazi 
reputations of the NF’s leaders would 
be a constant brake on its success, so 
he split the branch away from the Front 
and created his own party, the BDP. 

But Reed Herbert, a former member 
of the Conservative Party and a highly 
experienced local activist, was as right 
wing as they come, and soon he and 
some of his members were buying guns, 
getting ready for “the coming race war”. 
That’s what WIA was investigating. 

Ray, Searchlight’s most celebrated 
“mole” was in Leicester and, although 
at the time his and Searchlight’s sights 
were trained on the openly neo-nazi and 
growing British Movement (of which 
more in a future issue of Searchlight), 
he had managed to get close to Reed 
Herbert, who had entrusted with him 
with running the BDP office. Ray and 
Searchlight were ideally placed to 
assist WIA in its endeavours, which we 
happily agreed to do. 


After the programme was transmitted, the British 
Democratic Party went into a total, blind panic. Grand 


Scrutton’s fingerprints were all over the wrapping 
of a gun that had ended up with the police 
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It didn’t take much more than a 
few tape-recorded conversations and 
telephone calls, and the BDP were done 
up like kippers. They agreed to provide 
guns for the WIA infiltrator, “Bob 
Matthews”. The programme, entitled 
“Guns to the Right”, concluded with 
the broadcast of a hilarious, recorded 
telephone conversation between 
Matthews and BDP member, John 
Grand Scrutton, the most useless, dim- 
witted and unreliable of those involved in 
the plot. The conversation went like this: 


JGS: I think I can get hold of about six 

of the items you require. 

Youre talking about six what? 

Pistols or what? 

JGS: Well, yes. I don’t like to mention 

too much over the phone because 

you never know who’s listening 

in. Now, what I shall need for 

two of them will be about, say, 

two hundred and fifty quid each. 

About five hundred quid. 

What time of day should the 

money be delivered? 

JGS: Well, any time to suit yourself. 
Make it out to Mr Reed Herbert, 
337 Humberstone Rd, Leicester. 
In cash, of course, Bob. Mr Reed 
Herbert will know what it’s all 
about, of course, and then he'll 
contact me. 


BM: 


BM: 
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Safe house 

After the programme was transmitted 
in July, the BDP went into a total, blind 
panic. Grand Scrutton’s fingerprints 
were all over the wrapping of a gun 
that had ended up with the police. And 
the others knew that, if arrested, he 
would “cough”— to use the criminal 
vernacular — everything in pretty 
short order. 

Reed Herbert decided he had to be 
got out of the way. After a lot of to-ing 
and fro-ing from one safe house to 
another, it was decided to pack him off 
to South Africa — in the safekeeping, 
however, of Ray, who was assigned to 
accompany him to Johannesburg. 

Searchlight put a stop to that. We 
got in touch with friends in the police 
trade unions in France and, when 
Ray and Grand Scrutton tried to 
change planes at Orly airport in Paris, 
they were picked up and returned to 
the UK. Then, a plan to kill Grand 
Scrutton was thwarted only when 
Searchlight published details of what 
was being discussed. 

All of this was being orchestrated, of 
course, by Ray. And, finally, when Reed 
Herbert packed Grand Scrutton off to 
Ireland to hole up there, he once more 
sent Ray, the one person he thought he 
could depend on, as babysitter. 

At the end of 1981, they ended up ina 
dilapidated cottage on Dingle Bay in the 
southwest corner of Ireland. Once there, 
Ray lost no opportunity to impress 
upon the hapless Grand Scrutton that 
he was in an unfixable mess. 


Fugitive 

At Ray’s suggestion, Grand Scrutton 
wrote to WIA producer Geoff Seed 
asking for help. So Geoff and I flew to 
Ireland and set up camp in the Queens 
Hotel in Tralee. There we met up with 
the increasingly desperate fugitive to 
persuade him to return to Leicester 
and give himself up. 

He repeatedly tried to sell us versions 
of events that minimised his role, but 
after a few days of this — and with Ray’s 
help — every fake narrative that he 
offered up was kicked into touch. 

Backed completely into a corner, 
he eventually signed a full confession 
— typed up on a typewriter kindly 
loaned by hotel reception - and agreed 
to return to England with us and give 
himself up to the police. 
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Rumbled 
Disconsolate 
‘gunrunner’ John 
Grand Scrutton 
in Tralee (above) 
and (right), 

a younger 
slimmer version 
of the author 

at the Dingle 
Bay hideaway 
cottage, on 

a mission to 
persuade Grand 
Scrutton to give 
himself up 


Two days later Grand Scrutton 
walked into a Leicester police station 
with his signed confession, and turned 
himself in. And what did the police do? 
Nothing. No one was charged and, as 
far as we know, no one else was even 
interviewed. It did, however, spell the 
end of the BDP. It never recovered, so 
that at least was a job well done. 

But Grand Scrutton, true to 
nazi form, knew exactly where to 
lay the blame. Sitting up late with 
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Ray in the Irish cottage, the night 
before he returned to Leicester, he 
bemoaned his fate. 


‘Youve got to give it to these Jews, Ray, 
theyre fucking clever.’ 

(Fact: neither Geoff Seed nor I is 
Jewish). 


If you want to read the whole, 
hilarious story, it’s in Ray’s book 
The Other Face Of Terror, which was 
published by Grafton Books in 1988. @ 


Searchlight | 31 


wo life-size puppets 

representing refugees, 

complete with a boat they 

were relying on to reach 

safety and seek asylum, 
were part of a colourful day of action 
held in solidarity with refugees that took 
place in late October. 

The day of action coincided with the 
arrival of Little Amal, a 3.5m puppet 
representing an unaccompanied 
g-year-old refugee, at St Paul’s 
Cathedral in London, following an 
8,000km journey across Europe from 
the Turkish-Syrian border. 

One of the issues highlighted by the 
protesters in London was the return 
of refugees from Europe to detention 
camps in Libya, where they face torture, 
rape and extortion. 

The day of action, spearheaded by 
Amnesty International, kicked off with 
a protest outside the Italian Embassy to 
condemn the co-operation of the Italian 
government with the Libyan coastguard 
to return refugees and migrants to 
the hostile environment of Libya's 
detention camps run by militias. 

Amnesty has called on Italy and 
other European countries to cease co- 
operating with Libya to return people 
found at sea. According to Amnesty, 
refugees endure “severe beatings, 
sexual violence, extortion, forced 
labour and inhuman conditions” in the 
camps. The evidence comes from 53 
refugees and migrants whose testimony 
is recorded in a recent Amnesty 
report, No One Will Look for You: 
Forcibly Returned from Sea to Abusive 
Detention in Libya. 

There are seven such “directorate 
camps” in Libya, with reports of water 
and food being withheld from refugees 
at the Abu Issa centre in the city of 
al-Zawiya to the point of starvation. 

The Amnesty day of action followed 
arally called by a coalition of charities, 
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Unity in action 


A series of events spotlighting the hostility asylum seekers face 
on arriving in Europe culminated in a day of activities to pressure 
governments to change their policies. Cathy Pound reports 


including the Refugee Council, held 
on 22 October outside the Houses of 
Parliament, to oppose the Nationality 
and Borders Bill 2021. The bill seeks to 
criminalise refugees arriving in the UK 
by small boat or lorry. Amnesty’s action 
also came on the heels of “Wear Red 
Day” on 22 October, Show Racism the 
Red Card’s annual day against racism. 
The day of action consisted of 
targeted activities with an audiovisual 
impact, using eye-catching banners and 
music, as well as the refugee puppet 
couple, to highlight an issue at each of 
the three stops. 


Panic 

From the Italian Embassy the puppet 
couple, along with protesters bearing 
trade union banners, Amnesty placards 
and hand-made signs, made their way 
to the Maltese Embassy behind an 
Amnesty banner depicting a person 
holding a sign with the words “Asylum 
is a human right”. 

Outside the Maltese Embassy, the 
protesters highlighted the case of the 
cargo ship El Hiblu 3 which, in March 
2019, rescued 108 people from a rubber 
boat. The refugees who boarded the El 
Hiblu were told they were being taken 
to safety, but it became obvious that 


No case 
Protesters urged 
the Maltese 
government to 
drop charges of 
terrorism against 
teenagers who 
had resolved a 
volatile situation 


the ship was returning them to Libya, 
which it had been ordered to do by the 
European authorities. 

The refugees began to panic and, 
in an attempt to calm the situation, 
the chief officer enlisted the help of 
a 15-year-old African boy who spoke 
English. The teenager explained that 
the only way to calm the situation 
would be to ensure those on board were 
not being returned to Libya, explaining 
the treatment they would face in the 
camps. Two other African teenagers 
(aged 16 and 19 years) assisted in 
communicating messages from the 
chief officer to the refugees. 

The chief officer and crew agreed 
they would take the refugees to safety in 
Europe. Once the ship reached Maltese 
waters, however, the authorities 
boarded the ship and arrested the three 
teenagers, although no one had been 
hurt and nothing damaged during the 
unrest on the ship. 

Something was lost in the translation 
or interpretation of the actions of the 
teenagers and the decision by the chief 
officer and crew to alter course. The 
teenagers, rather than being thanked 
for their role in calming a volatile 
situation, were accused of hijacking 
the ship and now face trial and, if 
convicted, life sentences for “terrorism” 
offences. (A model letter is available on 
the Amnesty website to send in support 
of the three.) 


Breach 
Speakers addressed protesters at each 
stop with leaflets handed to passersby 
en route to ensure the purpose of the 
day of action was clear to those who 
witnessed it. People could not help but 
be intrigued by the stunning puppets 
and those following in their wake. 

By the time the procession reached 
the third and final stop outside the 
Home Office, the HQ of Home Secretary 
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Priti Patel who is pushing the Borders 
Bill through Parliament, the protesters 
were ready to rest their banners and 
placards and listen to speakers from 
solidarity groups and individuals. 

Amnesty and other organisations 
have pointed out that, if passed in its 
current form, the Borders Bill will 
put the UK in breach of international 
law which places a duty on countries 
that have signed up to the Refugee 
Convention to protect those seeking 
asylum, regardless of the route they 
have taken and regardless of having 
passed through other countries where 
they might have sought asylum. 

David Rosenberg, historian and 
author, reminded those present that 
the UK had a history of rejecting 
those seeking asylum. In the Second 
World War, the UK had taken children 
arriving on the Kinder transport 
so people may like to think that the 
country had welcomed those fleeing 
Nazi Germany with open arms. But this 
was far from the case and in the period 
of persecution in Germany before 
1939, as well as after the war, the UK 
government and the media had been 
openly hostile. 

A young woman, who has now settled 
in the UK, asked those present if they 
were attending a demonstration for the 
first time and if they were representing 
any group or organisation. She urged 
people to make links, join organisations 
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Seeking safety 


One of the two 
life-size puppets 
symbolising 
migrants 
attempting 

to reach safe 
havens in 

a small boat that 
were part of the 
day's actions 


and networks that fight for justice 
for refugees and asylum seekers, 
emphasising that through these 
networks we amplify our voices and 


gain support and strength for ourselves. 


Asylum seekers and their children 
told their personal stories. As the 
parents related their experiences, the 
children played and enthusiastically 
collected placards to stand them up in 
a row outside the Home Office. Sadly 
the wind blew the display down like 
dominoes, but the children reinstated 
them, in defiance of the wind. 

The ease with which the children 
played and the fact their parents felt 
their children were safe to run and 
play among those they considered 
friends and allies was testament to the 
organisers who had created a positive 
atmosphere of solidarity and warmth, 
despite the strong feelings of anger 
and despair at the likelihood of the 
Borders Bill being passed due to the 
government’s Commons majority. 

Ulrike Schmidt, of Amnesty 
International, ended the day by 
thanking all those who had attended 


There are reports of food being 
withheld from refugees at one 
of the Libyan camps, Abu Issa, 
to the point of starvation 


and had made the day possible, with 
those present in turn thanking her 

for the work that had brought us all 
together to be part of such a unique and 
joyous day of demonstration, solidarity 
and awareness raising. 


Compassion 

After their day out in London the 
puppets would return to their safe 
haven. Some of those who saw them 
may have wondered if they were friends 
of Little Amal, who had just arrived in 
London. Little Amal’s Walk had taken 
her from the Syrian-Turkish border 
through Greece, Italy, Switzerland, 
Germany, Belgium and France, to arrive 
in the UK at the beach in Folkestone on 
19 October. The final stop on The Walk 
was in Manchester on 3 November, but 
she later made an extra stop in Glasgow 
to join the COP26 climate talks. 

The puppeteer team who organised 
and operated The Walk are aware 
that Little Amal (whose name means 
hope in Arabic) was walking in the 
footsteps of other refugees, but in 
contrast had the privilege of being safe 
and staying in hotels. However, the 
puppeteers are firm in the intention 
to present an “artistic moment that 
creates compassion” towards those 
making the same journey to safety. 
Some of the puppeteers are themselves 
former refugees from the Calais camp, 
where the story of Little Amal was first 
developed as a play. 

Unsurprisingly, Little Amal has been 
subjected to hostility on her journey, 
which began in July, despite being a 
mere representation of a refugee child. 
In Greece, far-right protesters threw 
stones, and her route in Athens had to 
be altered to avoid protestors. 

The Mayor of Calais, Natacha 
Bouchart, raised objections ahead 
of Little Amal’s arrival, refusing a 
permit for an event on the beach. In 
Folkestone, UKIP Councillor Terry 
Mullard told BBC News he wished 
Folkestone was “less” welcoming to 
refugees. The Home Secretary, likewise, 
seems determined that the government 
will also take this attitude. 

It falls on those of us who want 
to welcome refugees to continue to 
challenge this underlying anti-migrant 
narrative in whatever way we can, 
whether with the aid of puppets or, 
more simply, placards. & 
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tand up to Racism (SUTR) 
made the wellbeing and 
safety of delegates a priority 
when the decision was made 
to meet again online for its 
annual International Conference on 
Saturday 16 and Sunday 17 October 
2021. UK rates of Covid-19 infections 
and daily deaths have been high so the 
decision was probably an easy one. 

National and international speakers 
were able to join without having to 
travel which, given the session on 
climate justice, was apposite. Saturday’s 
plenary saw speakers from Hungary, 
France, Germany, Greece, Brazil and 
Barbados, as well as the USA speak, on 
organising for a “World Against Racism 
and Fascism”. 

Despite the lack of networking 
opportunities at an online event, it was 
estimated that around 2,000 took part 
in the seven workshops and plenary held 
on 16 October, with 4,000 thought to 
have participated in 17 October plenary, 
which was preceded by six workshops. 
The 13 workshops each addressed a 
significant issue, showing the extent 
to which we are fighting racism and 
fascism on all fronts. All sessions are 
available to view online (see SUTR 
Facebook playlist “How do we defeat 
Johnson’s Racist Offensive?”, https:// 
tinyurl.com/SUTR-oct2021-conf). 

A timely session addressed the 
Nationality and Borders Bill 2021, 
calling for delegates to publicise and 
attend actions in the coming week in 
solidarity with refugees. Actions in 
the week that followed the conference 
included a rally called by the Refugee 
Council, and supported by SUTR 
and other refugee organisations, held 
outside the House of Parliament on 
20 October (see pp32-33). 

Despite the apparent inevitability that 
Home Secretary Priti Patel will push 
the Borders Bill through Parliament, 
there is still time for amendments. It 
is also important to continue to flag up 
the fact that, if the bill is passed and 
implemented, the legislation will put the 
UK in breach international law, namely 
the Refugee Convention. 

Racial justice was addressed across 
several sessions. One looked at the 
policing of the black community and 
the importance of the Black Lives 
Matter movement as an ongoing force 
for change, rather than a “moment”, as 
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Global perspectives, 
united solutions 


Cathy Pound reports on the issues tackled at Stand up to 
Racism’s International Conference 2021, including the UK 
Borders Bill, racism in the workplace and climate change 


incidents of police brutality continue 
to be captured on mobile phones and 
circulated on social media. 


Pandemic 

Another session outlined the 
disproportionate impact of the pandemic 
on black and minority communities 
and addressed concerns in the wake of 
the Sewell report from the Commission 
on Race and Ethnic Disparity. If the 
Sewell report is accepted as a credible 
statement of the current situation, 

it will not be possible to address the 
continuing structural racism and the 
disparity in outcomes that it downplays. 


Shared purpose 


In the run-up 

to the COP26 
climate talks 
many protests 
took place around 
the UK, with 
climate changes 
recognised as an 
anti-racist issue 


Overturning the report’s conclusions 
remains a challenge. 

Trade unionists led the session on 
fighting for anti-racist workplaces. 
The work, conclusions and 
recommendations of the TUC Anti- 
Racism Task Force, which has collated 
a range of statistical evidence on 
structural racism in the workplace, are 
awaited with anticipation. Its analysis 
of the data shows that during the 
pandemic unemployment among black 
and minority ethnic (BME) workers 
has been rising twice as fast compared 
with white workers, indicating that on 
top of the health impact of Covid-19 
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We must lead on the narrative for those migrating 
from the Global South due to climate impacts in order 
that the right does not promote a different narrative 


there is a need to mitigate the economic 
impact during the so-called Covid 
recovery period. 

Another workshop addressed 
Sinophobia and the racism towards 
Chinese, East and South East Asian 
(ESEA) communities, which the 
pandemic has brought into sharp focus 
with acts of violence experienced across 
the globe following comments from ex- 
US President Donald Trump and others 
regarding the origin of the virus. 

Stop Asian Hate speaker, Aiden, 
and the new End Violence and Racism 
against ESEA Communities speaker, 
Hau-Yu Tam, spoke of their work in 
the UK, alongside Virginia Rodino, 
convener of United Against Hate 
(US) and member of the Asian Pacific 
American Labor Alliance. The pandemic 
has brought to public attention the 
racism experienced by the Chinese and 
ESEA communities, including random 
physical attacks. 

We now have an opportunity, as 
anti-racists, to address the ways racism 
impacts different communities and to 
recognise what we can do in alliance 
to challenge and combat the impact of 
existing racism and discrimination that 
will continue well after Covid-19. 


COP26 

The workshop addressing climate 

justice highlighted two reasons why 

climate change is an anti-racist issue: 

™ The Global North has contributed 
most to the harmful emissions that 
cause the changes that predominantly 
affect the Global South 

@ Climate change is increasingly 
the main cause of displacement 
(migration), with the UN 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) estimating that there 
will be 200 million “climate migrants 
by 2050, the target year for reaching 
net zero emissions. 
The session took place in advance 

of the November COP26 climate 

conference in Glasgow and ahead of 

Global Day of Action for Climate Justice 

on 6 November co-ordinated by the 

COP26 Coalition. 


” 
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John Sinha, of the Campaign against 
Climate Change, warned that we must 
lead on the narrative for those migrating 
from the Global South due to climate 
impacts caused in the main by the 
Global North to ensure the right does 
not promote a different narrative and 
put forward very different solutions. 

Speakers pointed out the challenges 
in ensuring that the voices of indigenous 
peoples — in reality, the global majority 
— are central to directing the change 
needed in the Global North and, 
specifically, at the COP26 conference. 
Ruby Hirsch, Glasgow COP26 activist 
and session chair, said indigenous 
peoples would be at the head of the 6 
November march in Glasgow. 

Searchlight spoke at the workshop 
on uniting to combat fascism, the far 
right, anti-Semitism and Islamophobia, 
alongside historian David Rosenberg, 
Amarjite Singh, national executive 
member of the Communications 
Workers Union, Barry Faulkner, political 
education co-ordinator and education 
lead for the union Unite’s project Unity 
over Division (UoD), Tony Conway of 
the left daily newspaper Morning Star, 
Nahella Ashraf of SUTR, and Petros 
Constantinou, co-ordinator of Keerfa 
(United Movement Against Racism and 
the Fascist Threat) in Greece. 

Each addressed the challenges we 
face, as well as recounting the successes 
of our movements in defeating fascists 
at the ballot box and in parliament, with 
fascists in Greece being sent to prison. 
A persistent campaign by anti-fascists 
groups, led by Keerfa, culminated not 
only in neo-nazi party Golden Dawn 
losing all 20 of its parliamentary seats 
but also in the jailing of its leaders, 
following a trial last year that convicted 
them of forming and being part of a 
criminal organisation. The party has 
also been banned. 

There was much interest in Unite’s 
UoD education programme. The 
programme aims to stop the far 
right, which uses division tactics, to 
gain a foothold in our communities. 
The project also emphasises that 
scapegoating any group of people 


Mass movement 


Speaking 

from Greece, 
Keerfa co- 
ordinator Petros 
Constantinou 
warned that 
neo-nazis are 
using the current 
global crisis to 
gain influence, 
underlining 

the need to 

build a united 
international front 
to stop them 


is a diversion from the real causes 
behind a lack of services, housing and 
secure employment. 

Searchlight focused on how the far 
right is currently using the anti-vaxxer 
movement as a tool to mobilise large 
numbers of disparate groups and 
individuals, and to coalesce into, yet 
again, a street presence. 

Many anti-vax rallies have seen 
violence erupting against the police. The 
media, health and research facilities 
have also been targeted, with the focus 
currently on schools as the vaccine 
programme continues to open up to 
under-18s. Schools are having to find 
ways to protect children as they arrive 
and leave school. This is just the latest 
tactic of the right to “demonstrate” its 
ability to mobilise mass numbers on the 
streets and make recruits. 

The Sunday plenary addressed 
how we, in the UK, can fight Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson’s “racist 
offensive”. Journalist and activist Gary 
Younge noted that he had never seen a 
government so “brazen” in its racism. 
Legislation going through Parliament 
backs this rhetoric and language, with 
the result that the Tories will leave a 
legacy that will be hard to overturn. He 
pointed out, however, that this offers the 
opportunity to build stronger anti-racist 
coalitions, adding that “the potential for 
anti-racism in this country is far more 
than the potential for racism”. 

Let us hope that we can put aside any 
differences to unite in fighting fascism 
and racism because — and this is no 
exaggeration — people's lives depend 
on us defeating these forces. * 


Sewell T et al. Commission on Race 
and Ethnic Disparities: The Report. 
2021. https://tinyurl.com/cred-sewell 
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A NEW TEMPORARY EXHIBITION presented by the 


Wiener Holocaust Library & the European Fascist Movements, 1918-1941, Project 


This 


FASCIST 


Fascist students in Vienna, Austria, 1931 (Bildarchiv. H780 B) 


October 
2021 

to 
February 
2022 


TODAY, AS EXTREME right-wing radicalism grows in Europe and 
elsewhere, this timely exhibition looks back to the first manifesta- 
tions of the destructive phenomenon of fascism. 

Fascist political parties, militiaand movements emergedacross 
Europe in the years after the First World War. United by ultra- 
nationalist ideas and similarities of style and action, these move- 
ments shaped, and in some places remade, politics and society. 
Fascists mobilised on the streets to attack their opponents and 
to support the accession to power of fascist parties in countries 
such as Italy, Germany, and Austria. Later, they helped to enable 


Life 


Radical right 
movements 
in interwar 
Europe 


The Wiener Holocaust Library 
29 Russell Square, London WC1B 5DP 


Free entry 

Monday-Friday, 10am-5pm 
www.wienerholocaustlibrary.org 
+44 (0) 207 636 7247 


Nearest Tube stations 

> Russell Square (Piccadilly line) 5-10 min walk 

> Goodge Street (Northern line) 10 min walk 

> King’s Cross (Metropolitan, Northern, Circle, Victoria, 
Hammersmith & City lines) 15 min walk 


German occupations and the Nazis’ policies of persecution and 
genocide across Europe. 

Drawing on The Wiener Holocaust Library's unique archival 
collections, first assembled in the 1930s by Dr Alfred Wiener as 
part of his fight against fascism — as well as on the expertise of 
an international group of specialists in interwar fascism — this 
exhibition focuses on the experiences of the rank-and-file mem- 
bers of fascist movements in the interwar period. 

It explores the world of the young and socially diverse fascist 
activists and examines their motivations and activities. 


The Wiener Holocaust Library, 
29 Russell Square, London, WC1B 5DP 
Registered charity number 313015 


o COy " 
The Wiener | oe 
Holocaust Library = “i 


For updates on the exhibition follow wienerlibrary 
on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram 


Searchlight is proud to support this exciting exhibition at The Wiener 
Holocaust Library, including the first public display of items on loan 
from the Searchlight Archive at the University of Northampton 


